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By the time this issue arrives in homes, racing should be back to the new nor-
mal. The state of Indiana approved a start date of June 16 without spectators 
and beginning July 4, spectators were slated to be added to the grandstands 
at both the pari-mutuel and county fair level. Early indications for Governor 
Holcomb’s phased in plan appears to be hitting all marks as the state works to 
get back on track.

So, what will the new normal look like? Most likely, social 
distancing will remain in place for the time being and the 
grandstand area, both inside and outside at Harrah’s Hoo-
sier Park, will adopt a new setup. But whatever that layout 
is, the main thing is horses are back racing, money will 
begin to flow again, and people will be back to work as the 
rebuilding process begins for all facets of the industry in 
the state of Indiana.

This issue of the Indiana Standardbred Magazine has taken on 
a theme of inspiration. John Dolenski has overcome odds 
to work in the industry as a groom. Bruce Nickells has en-
joyed decades of success at a level most dream about, Jeff 
Fought identified a way to reunite Shane Bowermaster with a special horse, 
and a horseshoeing school nearby is thriving.

It is always amazing to see the way individuals step up in times of adversity. 
Denise Dennis’ company created and delivered 7,000 masks to front line 
workers in the Indianapolis area, a very inspiring gesture.

It is also optimistic to see how all the racing organizations in the state came 
together and worked through some very trying times. Because of their efforts, 
racing has solid footing moving through the second half of 2020 to achieve 
some great things. That’s very motivating to make this year a memorable 
time for Indiana Standardbred racing.

EDITOR
from the

Early indications for 
Governor Holcomb’s 
phased in plan 
appears to be hitting 
all marks as the state 
works to get back  
on track.
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Above:
Dawn Curran, Audrey Cowhie and Desirae 
Seekman will soon be grabbing a ride once 
again to the front paddock at Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park. Photo by Dean Gillette

On Our Cover:
Converse Fairgrounds sits quietly awaiting 
the Indiana Sired Fair Circuit, which kicks off 
at that facility in early July for the adjusted 
2020 racing season. Photo by Dean Gillette

July 2020    Indiana Standardbred Magazine 1



INSIDEthis issue

6
Ground Work:

Getting the dirt on Indiana’s ovals

IndianaIndiana
StandardbredStandardbred

MAGAZINE

FEATURES
ISA Directors . . . . . . . . . 4
Turning Back Time . . . . . . 11

By The Numbers . . . . . . 15
In Remembrance . . . . . .46

Indiana Standardbred Magazine 
is published five times annually by the 

Indiana Standardbred Association

311 American Legion Place 
Greenfield, IN 46140

Phone: (317) 462-6616 
or (800) 565-5725

Visit us online at: 
www.indianaharness.com

Periodical postage paid 
at Indianapolis, IN

Postmaster Send Changes to: 
Indiana Standardbred Association 

311 American Legion Place 
Greenfield, IN 46140

Volume 9, Issue 3 • July 2020

Editor
Tammy Knox

Photography:
Brandon Bates

Dean Gillette/makemeaprint.com
Tammy Jackson 
Tammy Knox

Desirae Seekman
Ellen Taylor
Amy Welch

Writers:
Robert Heyden
Tammy Knox

Simon LeFranc
Tara Ellen Taylor

Additional Information:
Indiana Standardbred Breed 

Development

Editorial Board:
Dr. Alan White (Chair)

Doug Rideout
Sarah Conrad

12
All The Right Moves:

Denise Dennis choreographs community assistance

Bruce Nickells:

A polished gentleman

28
Coming Home

Mykindachip a gift of a lifetime

16

Indiana Standardbred Magazine    July 20202



Harness Horse Youth Foundation 
providing activity boxes
Nothing replaces braiding a foretop or jogging a 
horse on the track – we know that!

“We needed to find a way to take racing edu-
cation right into the home of the kid who loves 
horses who won’t get the opportunity to attend a 
camp this year,” explained Harness Horse Youth 
Foundation (HHYF) President Adam Bowden. 
“For many years, the office has stockpiled unique 
methods of teaching about harness racing which 
we usually incorporate in some way during our 
hands-on programs. We have quickly adapted 
and created activities to put in boxes for individu-
al learning. We feel confident that families, small 
groups like 4-H, and teachers will find value in 
the information.”

There are four boxes in total, each with its own 
theme – Harness Racing 101, Before The Track, 
At The Track, and It’s All Related. The Activi-
ty Boxes are stuffed with games and projects which 
intertwine harness racing and general horse informa-
tion with art, math, science, history, social science, 
language arts and even some vocabulary words.

The content is 
geared toward ages 
10 to 13, but older 
teens will find the 
material entertain-
ing as well. Because 
of the build-on-
your-knowledge 
design, purchasers 

are encouraged to consider ordering all four boxes at 
once with a discount offered for doing so; the cost is $90 
which includes postage within the United States.

“HHYF understands that many families are strug-
gling right now so we have kept our production costs 
as low as possible in order to keep the boxes affordable 
too,” added Bowden.

To order, visit https://hhyf.org/activity-boxes/ or call 
(317) 908-0029 for additional information. Boxes may be 
ordered now through September 15, 2020.

Several different activity boxes are available 
to kids ranging in interests and age groups. 
Photo by Ellen Taylor

To help bridge the gap between school and summer activities, the Harness 
Horse Youth Foundation created special kits designed to educate and entertain 
kids during Covid-19 restrictions. Photo by Ellen Taylor
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About the ISA
The Indiana Standardbred Association (ISA) is a 
non-profit organization led by 15 elected directors. 
We support the Indiana Standardbred Horse Racing 
Industry and all of its affiliated horsemen and women.

The ISA continually strives to meet the needs and 
wishes of the harness people of Indiana and favorably 
position the association to represent the harness horse 
industry in matters involving the legislature, the Indi-
ana Horse Racing Commission (IHRC), pari-mutuel 
race track management, and other matters directly 
involving member’s interests.

Membership is voluntary with an annual membership 
fee of $25. Anyone can become a member. Members 

do not have to be from the State of Indiana. Limited 
benefits are available with a paid membership.

PURPOSE:
To promote and increase interest in harness horses and 
harness racing; to represent and establish cooperation 
between county, state, and pari-mutuel racetrack oper-
ations, breeders, owners, trainers, drivers and grooms; 
to sponsor and promote Standardbred racing, breed-
ing, training, and development programs in the State of 
Indiana; to represent horsemen/women for negotiations 
with racetrack operations and to take other actions in 
the furtherance of the Standardbred Racing Industry 
in the state of Indiana.
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Above:
Horses race down the backstretch at the Converse Fair over a track that receives a lot of care thanks to the volunteer efforts of several horsemen.  
Photo by Dean Gillette

Trackmen keep county fair ovals in shape
By Simon LeFranc

Maintaining a racetrack surface on its most basic level 
seems like a simple process to the untrained eye. A bit of 
water here, a bit of stone there, and grating occasionally, 
and you’ve got a track, right?

Well, simply put, it’s not that simple.

Indiana Standardbred Association (ISA) board member 
Sarah Conrad, who runs a 15-horse stable at the Shelby 
County Fairgrounds in Shelbyville, Ind., along with her 
husband Charlie has nothing but admiration for the 
people who maintain racetrack surfaces.

“We’re stabled here year ‘round,” Sarah noted of the 
fairground’s southeastern locale. “My husband Charlie 
maintains the track; the day-to-day stuff, and really it’s 
the winters that are tough. He tries hard to work togeth-

er with the other horsemen stabled here and around 
their schedules. We have some horsemen who work 
other jobs and Charlie does his best to accommodate 
them, and just kind of rolls with other folk’s schedules. 
Most folks do not realize what it takes to keep a track in 
good working order. It is time consuming and really a 
thankless job.”

“Charlie learned how to maintain a track because he 
grew up keeping up his family’s farm track,” Sarah con-
tinued. “He learned how to seal it in preparation for bad 
weather and to know when to add stone to the surface, 
as the timing of getting it on between the winter and 
spring months is crucial to a solid base.”

ON SOLID
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“We’re fortunate in Indiana because the ISA applies for 
grant money every year to purchase stone for the county 
fair tracks,” Sarah offered. “The saving grace is that we 
have the legislation in place for funding and it helps the 
county fairs to keep going throughout the year. It makes 
a big difference to a great many horsemen.”

Sarah explained that the Shelby County Fairgrounds 
are nearly at full capacity now.

“Our barns are 80 to 90 percent full,” 
she noted. “Some of the people came 
here that were displaced from Florida.”

“Maintaining a racetrack to every-
one’s satisfaction is no easy feat,” Sarah 
admitted. “When you’re making money, 
the trackman is the best person around 
and when horses are breaking down the 
trackman is the worst guy ever. Being 
a solid trackman is a type of expertise 
that is not easy to find any more. Good 
trackmen are a dying breed. While the 
rest of the world has stopped, so to speak 
because of this COVID-19 virus, we, as 
horsemen, cannot. We have to be ready 
to race and that means keeping our 
horses in shape and having a good track 
to train over.”

“I know that finding people to maintain race-
tracks is not easy,” Sarah continued. “You have to have 
someone with the right-sized tractors who knows how 
to handle all the equipment. And each county fair track 
has its own challenges, from proper drainage to rocks on 
the track, etc. And you must find someone who is willing 
to do that work in all kinds of weather. It’s not easy.”

At the Indiana State Fairgrounds in central Indiana, 
two state employees are responsible for the full 300-plus 
acres that make up the Indianapolis landmark, and that 
includes the track surface.

Dave White, who has stabled at the State Fairgrounds 
for 31 years, currently trains eight horses and says that 
while there are typically close to 100 horses on site, only 
a third of that number is currently housed there.

“Normally, we’d have a lot more horses in early spring 
than we did this year,” Dave offered. “But because of the 
COVID-19 virus, we were down in numbers. We had 
folks in Georgia and Florida who would normally be 
here by spring but they were not able to ship because of 
the situation facing the country.”

“The crew we have in place has been taking care of the 
track for a lot of years and they do a great job,” Dave 

acknowledged. “Until this virus hit one of them would 
work the track between 6:30 and 7 in the morning and 
again from 9:30 to 10. Here, most of our Standardbred 
people are done with their training by noon. We have 
just one of four clay mile tracks left in the country. Be-
sides us, there’s only Springfield (IL), DuQuoin (IL) and 
Lexington (KY-The Red Mile). These clay tracks were 
built with manpower and horsepower and they were 
built to last.”

The racetrack at Indianapolis also features a half-mile 
limestone racing oval in the centerfield.

“There’s been talk of converting the clay mile to a 
limestone surface and if that happens, then someone 
will have to be working the track a lot more because 
limestone doesn’t hold the water like the clay does,” 

Mike Peterson warms up next to a water truck in preparation for racing over the Clinton 
County Fairgrounds track. Photo by Dean Gillette
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Dave stressed. “Especially when it’s hot out. You can 
water a clay surface early in the morning even when 
the temperature is in the 80s and it will hold solid for 
several hours. Limestone just doesn’t hold the mois-
ture like that.”

One of the challenges horsemen at Indianapolis face is 
the parking situation during the summer months.

“Every weekend in the summer this place is packed,” 
Dave said. “There’s always something going on here and 
people need a place to park. Initially they go through the 
tunnels to park in the infield and when there is an over-
flow, they’ll start parking on the clay mile. It is weird to 
be going a training mile in 2:05 and look up and see cars 
coming onto the track.”

“In the summertime, if you’re training here, you have 
to be done by 9 or 10 a.m. on a Saturday morning and 
if we can have the track until 11 a.m., then we’ve gotten 
lucky,” he added. “Training is a process that is really 
tough to hurry. You can’t rush. Training horses is a way 
of life, it’s our bread and butter.”

Jane Ann Runyon and her husband, Greg, maintain 
a small family stable at the Jay County Fairgrounds in 
Portland, Ind. on the Hoosier State’s far eastern border. 
Greg is the speed superintendent, while Jane Ann has 
held nearly every job possible in the racing office.

“We don’t have as many horses as we used to in the 
past,” Jane Ann noted. “We have around 20 and we 
used to have full barns and a waiting list for folks 
wanting to stable here, but that’s fallen off in the 
past few years. We’re in the perfect location as far as 
I’m concerned—right in between the Ohio tracks 
and Hoosier Park.”

The Runyons do not miss many training days at the 
fairgrounds either, Jane Anne confirmed.

“We’ve been here for 48 years,” she noted. “We’ve been 
married for 50 years and got our first harness horse the 
first year we were married and haven’t slowed down. 
Our track man is Kevin High and he works the track 

around the horsemen’s schedule. We have to hire a snow 
plough in the wintertime and sometime a grater, but for 
the most part Kevin does it all himself.”

The Jay County track is a limestone, all-weather track, 
Jane Ann explained.

“We just had six to eight loads of stone put on it, and 
that varies with the weather and what we need,” she 
acknowledged. “We’ve kept it in great shape so that we 
can handle races at a minutes’ notice.”

That type of maintenance has paid off for 
Hoosier horsemen.

“Last year, Goshen raced here because their track had 
too much water on it, and we also had the Elite Finals 
here in 2019 because the state fairgrounds were too wet 
at the time,” Jane Ann said. “We are the go-to track 
when other tracks can’t race. Thanks to the ISA grant 
committee and the blessings of the fair board we have 
been able to handle some of our drainage problems, 
which has taken a lot of time and effort. If we have a 
huge downpour in a short amount of time, we will have 
some spots of water, but it drains down quickly.”

“We’ll focus on one issue at a time here in regards to 
maintenance and fixing the track, but we couldn’t have 
done it without the grants,” she continued. “The monies 
we receive allows us to get the stone, but it is up to us if 
we want to have a nice racetrack. We wouldn’t have a 
track we could use every single day without the grants 
we’ve received.”

Jane Ann said the Jay County horsemen also utilize the 
USTA’s matching grant advertising program in addition 
to the other funds they receive annually from both the 
state and the ISA.

“We’ve been fortunate to receive the ISA grant and cou-
ple that with the funds provided by the USTA matching 
advertising grant,” she noted. “We tell the USTA about 
our project and how much money we need, and that 
matching grant gives us $500 to match what the ISA has 
given us. That has enabled us to put up a billboard to 

ON SOLID
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promote the races and to have printed programs on an 
annual basis. I take advantage of every dime we can get 
so we can properly promote our races and put on a good 
show for the public.”

Jason Miller has kept his horses at the fairgrounds 
in the north-central hamlet of Converse, Ind. 
for three decades.

“We’re kind of an oddity for Indiana,” the 47-year-
old second generation horseman noted. “We don’t 
receive any state funds because we are one of the few 
independent fairs in the state. We are self-supporting 
and the Miami County Agricultural Association is a 
group of folks dedicated to seeing that the facilities here 
remain that way.”

“We have about 100 horses that are stabled here,” Jason 
continued. “That’s really been our lifeblood. We have a 
small fair—it is more like a carnival or a festival geared 
to livestock shows. We are typically the first fair of the 
season, usually in early June and we get a good 
amount of horses as horsemen are excited to get 
their young horses racing.”

Jason’s brother, Alvin, maintains the track daily.

“He (Alvin) and my nephew will work the track, 
but at times there’s a number of us who chip 
in as far as keeping it and the grounds in good 
shape,” Jason offered. “We had some guys who 
were in Florida because of traveling restrictions, 
so we didn’t have as many horses this spring. 
The fairgrounds in general is a tough spot to try 
and turn into a money-making facility. Years 
ago, we had a lot more agricultural people in-
volved who made the fair much larger than what 
it is today. Our fair is not fancy, but we try to keep 
our costs down to make it affordable for everybody. 
We’ll never be a rich fair, but we believe we’re head-
ing in the right direction to keep this a viable training 
facility for a lot of the horsemen in the area.”

Stall rent is $50 a month per horse, Jason explained and 
said that cost is reduced on a monthly basis to horsemen 
who sign a year-long lease.

“We have barns that can accommodate 10 to 14 hors-
es and each includes a heated tack room and a wash 
stall, and we think that’s a pretty good deal,” he re-
lated. “With that stall rent money we’ve been able to 
make improvements at the fairgrounds over the years. 
The first project we completed was taking out the light 
poles and redoing the ditch just inside the rail some 12 
years ago. Since then we have focused on improving 
the barn area.”

“The ISA has helped a great deal because of the grant 
money they provide,” Jason continued. “We get a grant 
for our track stone once a year and might get a little 
more to make repairs when needed. For instance, a 
tractor or a grater might need a tire or some other type 
of repair. There are big expenses associated with track 
equipment and we apply for those grants and sometimes 
we get them and sometimes we don’t. The beauty of the 
stall rent money is that it has allowed us to make up-
grades to the grounds on our own.”

Being located not far from Harrah’s Hoosier Park also 
helps the horsemen who are stabled there, Jason added.

“When I retire someday, I want to have a place to train,” 
he stressed. “That has been our end-goal as horsemen; 
to have a local board that looks out for the interests of 
the horsemen stabled here and to have a viable training 
facility for years to come.”

Driver Jay Cross returns to the barn area following a win at the Shelby County 
Fairgrounds. The track is known for its safe and quick surface due to constant 
care by the horsemen. Photo by Dean Gillette
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Name:
Emily Dever

Residence:
Converse, Ind. (one of the best 
small towns in Indiana!)

Education:
Graduate of Eastern Howard School Corp 
and an associate’s degree in accounting 
from Ivy Tech Community College

How long have you been  
on the ISA Board?
This is my first year and first term

What is your biggest passion  
on the ISA Board?
I hope to bring the opinions and suggestions 
of our members to the director’s attention. I’d 
also like to communicate to the members more 
of what the directors are doing for them.

Do you have a profession outside  
of racing?
I am a client service coordinator for the 
investment team at Beacon Credit Union 
and have been there 12 years.

Item I always have in my refrigerator:
Diet Coke and Strawberries

Ideal Vacation Spot:
A beach far, far away

Person you would most like to have dinner 
with and why:
My grandpa. I miss his laugh and 
would love to hear it again

Television Show I never miss:
Chicago Med, Chicago Fire & Chicago PD

Favorite Food:
Potato Chips

Preferred Restaurant:
Oscar’s Pizza in Kokomo

Favorite Musical Group:
Garth Brooks

Favorite racing memory:
Our first pari-mutuel win with Rockin Kimage 
in 2016 and winning the two-year-old colt pace 
fair finals in 2018 at the Indiana State Fair

If money was no object I would:
Buy old homes and restore them 
to their original condition

DIRECTORprofile
INDIANA STANDARDBRED ASSOCIATION
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100 Years Ago:
The Fayette County Fairgrounds added a wooden 
judge’s stand to its operations. The structure remained 
intact until approximately eight years ago when 
it was replaced.

25 Years Ago:
Pacific Rocket and Tony Kerwood rally home winners 
in the featured Dan Patch Invitational at Hoosier Park 
in record time. The duo stopped the timer in 1:50.0 to 
establish a new overall track record. Trained by Nat 
Varty, the record would stand for 363 days before being 
broken by Jenna’s Beach Boy the next year in the Dan 
Patch Invitational.

The first full Standardbred meet comes to a close at 
Hoosier Park and the track maintenance crew begins 
work to transform the seven-eighths mile oval into 
a Thoroughbred racing surface. The three-day job 
included the addition of 12,000 tons of cushion. Pylons 
are removed from the inside barrier of the track and a 
hubrail is installed.

20 Years Ago:
Dan Shetler piloted his 1,500th career winner, scor-
ing a victory with Zara in a lifetime best of 1:55.2 
at Hoosier Park.

Aces N’ Sevens and Cat Manzi roll to victory in the 
$500,000 Hoosier Cup and establish a new track 
record for three-year-old pacing colts and geldings in 
a time of 1:50.3. Robert Baggitt Jr. trains the son of 
Cam’s Card Shark.

VJ Miss Money, owned, trained and driven by Don 
Eash, was victorious in the $60,000 Indiana Sires Stakes 
Final for older pacing mares. The time of 1:53.2 estab-
lished a new stakes record.

Anderson Park, Inc., the general partner of Hoosier 
Park, approved the construction of a new 100-stall barn. 
The structure will be completed for the 2001 spring 
Standardbred meet and will increase the number of 
stalls on the backside to nearly 1,000.

15 Years Ago:
Devil’s Music and driver Jay Cross set a world record for 
the distance of 15/16ths of a mile. The David Boden-
miller-trained pacer recorded the mile in 1:45.0 to set 
the mark for the unique distance.

A total of 11 claims are recorded during a racing 
program to mark a new record at Hoosier Park. It also 
marks the most money collected for claims in one racing 
program at $106,500.

10 Years Ago:
Earl’s Glider, trained and driven by Peter Wrenn, 
took home top honors in the $200,000 Indiana Sires 
Stakes Championship for three-year-old trotting colts 
and geldings. The Earl of Stormont sophomore scored 
the win in 1:56.4.

Turning Back Time
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Dance Sophisticates  
Make Masks

By Tara Ellen Taylor

In “normal times,” prior to Covid-19, Denise Dennis, 
wife of Jeff Edwards and the owner behind Majestic 
Star Stable, regularly works 70-80 hour weeks at Dance 
Sophisticates, the performance apparel manufacturing 
company she founded in 1983.

But the Sunday prior to the Indiana quarantine in mid-
March, Denise, her daughter and granddaughter found 
themselves in their local JoAnn Fabrics buying as much 
cotton material as they could get in their cart. Dance 
Sophisticates was immediately changing the company’s 
production in response to the company’s social media 

post asking who needed 
protective masks in the In-
dianapolis area.

“The requests were over-
whelming” explained 
Denise. “It isn’t often that 
a company like mine finds 
themselves in a position to 
give back to the community 
like this. Our employees are 
very close-knit and wanted to 
continue to work. I wanted 
to continue to keep everyone 
together, to provide them 
paying jobs with no layoffs. 
And, there was a definite 
need. So, we rearranged our 
machines and production 
line layout to abide by social 
distancing guidelines and we 
were quickly off in the new 

direction of making masks.”

“Eli Lilly, Eskenazi NICU, hospi-
tals including Community in Anderson, nursing homes, 
the local YMCA, and 
even the Perry Town-
ship Food Distribution 
Center all received 

Denise Dennis immediately 
identified material in stock 
that was suitable for face 
masks to help protect 
frontline workers in the 
central Indiana area. Photo 
provided

Normally, the staff at Dance Sophisticates is busy preparing costumes for band, cheer and other 
performing groups. However, members jumped in to alter their work day to create face masks for those in 
need. Photo provided
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some,” added Denise. “In total, we produced 7,000 
masks and gave them all away. It was hard to keep up 
with the demand.”

Denise, who has a Master’s degree in 
Home Economics from Butler University, 
taught Home Ec at Eastern Hancock for 
11 years and was also the school’s drill/
color guard instructor at the time. Be-
cause she had experience in selecting per-
formance apparel, she made the decision 
to leave teaching and start Dance Sophis-
ticates which specializes in custom and 
in-stock designs for marching bands, show 
choirs, concert bands and orchestras. The 
company serves customers nationwide, 
has three custom designers on staff and 40 
employees. Together, they produce three 
150-page catalogs featuring their manu-
factured creations.

In her free time, Denise follows the progress of Ma-
jestic Star Stable’s team members. Over the years, she 
has owned hundreds of horses and has enjoyed stand-
outs such as Ultimate Encore, Arch Enemy, Madison 

Marshall, and the great Kimmee Lyn, the standout 
grey daughter of Laag who took a mark of 1:51.4 in 
the mid 1990’s.

Denise has raised several foals from Kim-
mee Lyn, including two with earnings in 
excess of six figures. Kimmee Lyn’s most 
successful foal is the Jate Lobell horse 
Henry Clay, who took a mark of 1:49.4 
and accumulated earnings of more than 
$326,000 during his racing career in the 
early 2000s. Denise has been breeder on 
numerous Indiana stars. To date, she is 
the breeder on 117 horses registered with 
the U.S. Trotting Association.

Whether it’s her business or her horses, 
Denise enjoys seeing “the finished prod-
ucts on the field” (or the track) and de-
votes much attention to excellent customer 
service and keeping clients happy. That is 

a trait not surprising for a lady who took it upon herself 
to serve her community in a very important way at a 
time when it was needed the most.

Dance Sophisticates bundled up around 7,000 face masks for frontline workers this past spring to assist in the effort to combat Covid-19. Photo provided
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Back on track in Indiana
By Tammy Knox

Racing is back. After a 66-day hiatus, qualifiers were 
back on track Tuesday, May 19 and racing resumed 
Tuesday, June 16 for a revised 111-day racing meet for 
2020. Safety protocols give the ship-in and racing pro-
cess a little different look, but being able to get back in 
action is the ultimate prize which is the only thing that 
matters to horsemen and horsewomen.

Eldorado Scioto Downs in Columbus, Ohio, was the 
first Standardbred track to get back to racing Friday, 
May 22. The first week of action brought in record 
handle numbers, which is a prom-
ising scenario for all properties re-
turning to action.

The Indiana Standardbred Associa-
tion (ISA), the Indiana Horse Racing 
Commission (IHRC), and Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park worked diligently through 
many revisions submitted to the State 
of Indiana outlining a plan to get horses 
back on track. Governor Eric Holcomb 
eventually approved a start date follow-
ing June 14 with the terms including 
spectator-free racing until the entire 
state moves into Stage 5 July 4 and 
fans can return to the grandstand to 
watch racing live rather than through 
simulcasting options. The governor’s 
office did make a revision to allow owners to watch their 
horses from the grandstand under limitations.

ISA also worked with horsemen’s groups from the state’s 
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse industries to outline 
safety protocols to reach Stage 5 in Indiana. Outside of 
the general requirements put in place for all individu-
als, such as wearing masks, hand washing, disinfecting 
public areas, and social distancing, racing agreed on 
other terms to safely return to racing. All essential racing 
personnel, vendors, horsemen and horsewomen must 
have temperatures checked daily, not to exceed 100.4.  
Different colored wristbands are issued and worn on a 
daily basis to assist security in monitoring everyone’s 
compliance with the check-in process.

Drivers are now required to meet their horses outside 
of the paddock and get on the race bike as horses head 
to the track. No winner’s circle photos will be taken. 
Dean Gillette, Harrah’s Hoosier Park’s track photogra-
pher, will snap photos on the track as horses head back 
to the paddock.

The racing office is also following added regulations. 
All entries must be made either online or by phone and 
no individuals, outside of approved representatives, are 
allowed to attend the draw. Access to the racing ad-

ministration building is very limited and 
anyone entering the building must first 
go to the stable gate to complete daily 
safety procedures and get a wristband. 
Appointments inside the racing adminis-
tration building should be made to meet 
with racing personnel prior to enter-
ing the building.

With the casino operations down for 
approximately three months, purses had 
to be adjusted significantly. Jessica Barnes 
of the Indiana Breed Development did a 
great job to outline a plan where “every-
one will feel the pain” and make the cuts 
fair and even across the board, whether 
it be for breeders’ awards or the Indiana 
Sires Stakes program.

Planned increases on both the pari-mutuel and county 
fair levels in 2020 have been put on hold for the time be-
ing. With the addition of table games to the mix earlier 
this year, anticipated increases made an exciting back-
drop for the industry.

There is no doubt once racing gets back in full swing a 
lot of ground will be made up to get Indiana back on 
track. The horizon is bright and as the future comes into 
focus, big things lie ahead for the 27th season of pari-mu-
tuel action at Harrah’s Hoosier Park and the Indiana 
Sired Fair Circuit.

Roger Welch and Bridge to Jesse’s get into 
the spirit of the “new normal” by sporting 
their matching face masks in anticipation 
of the return to racing. Photo by Amy Welch
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Carson Conrad recipient  
of Bill Dailey Foundation award

By Tammy Knox

Carson Conrad, son of Char-
lie and Sarah Conrad, is the 
2020 recipient of the 2020 Bill 
Dailey Foundation award. 
The foundation was created by 
Bill’s wife, Kim, and daughter, 
Ashley, following his unexpect-
ed death in 2018.

Although a mainstay in Ohio 
during his career, Bill spent 
several summers stabled at 
Harrah’s Hoosier Park. He con-
ditioned a few top Indiana sired 
horses, including On the Virg, 
Matt’s Image, Elian’s Boy and 
Flight Elal, who was an Indiana divisional champion 

pacer at three. Bill was also the initial trainer of Always 
A Prince, but passed away shortly after he began racing.

Bill’s love of Standardbred racing was contagious, and 
the family wanted to do something to honor his memory. 
Because the four-time Ohio Trainer of the Year began 
as a self-made man, the foundation was created to assist 
those just getting started in the business. Once a year, a 
monetary gift is awarded to an applicant to help pur-
chase a pair of racing colors.

Carson Conrad will purchase his first set of driving 
colors with the gift from the Bill Dailey Foundation. He 
drove in his first race last year. Carson wore a set of his 
father, Charlie’s, colors during that mile. No doubt, his 
first set of colors will sport the family’s traditional kelly 
green, tan and white.

Carson Conrad was the 
recipient of the 2020 Bill 
Dailey Award, which assists 
young racing enthusiasts 
in purchasing their first set 
of driving colors. Photo by 
Sarah Conrad.
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He’s 92 on July 5. He’s a Hall of Famer since 2016. He 
has lived in Anderson, Ind. going on 20 years. That 
counts some time in Florida back and forth until the last 
three when he, his daughter Brooke and granddaughter 
Bryce, decided to tough out the winters in Indiana only. 
Oh, and he still works with the horses every day. Bruce 
Nickells is a true horseman.

A son of a barber, Bruce was born in Wyanett, Ill. He 
was in the Army from 1950-1952. He won his first race 
in 2:12 in June 1949 with Great Doon. Bruce worked 
for Ernie Jordan after falling in love with the sport 
watching fair races.

Sergeant Nickells opened his own stable in 1953. 
Through the years he developed more than his share 
of good ones: Scribe Rodney, Combat Time who won 
a heat of the Jug, Batman, Fast Clip, Neutrality and a 
colt named Kentucky, who had the distinction of being 
second to Horse of the Year Albatross in the very first 
sub 1:55 mile for a five eighths mile distance recorded 
at Sportsman’s Park in 1972 in Cicero, Ill. Bruce re-
members it well.

“The mile went 1:54.3. I look back at that race and 
wonder what would have happened if I had taken him 
a little longer past the quarter. I don’t know if I would 
have beaten Albatross or not, but I do think about that. 
Kentucky was a real good one. He could snap off the 
gate no matter what size track. He always wound up in 
good position because of that. We almost had a deal to 
stand him at Castleton. It was close.” (Kentucky was two 
and a half lengths off at the wire)

Bruce lost his wife of “50 Years and 13 days” over a 
decade back. Joanne was always by his side. Bruce 
was friendly with many of the great horsemen, includ-
ing the late Stan Bergstein.

“I used to wait for him at Maywood Park way back 
when he was calling the races,” recalled Bruce. “We’d 
go out and talk about everything. Another that helped 
me in my career was (the late) Dr. Ken Seeber who 
got me hooked up with Lou Guida, who owned a lot 
of the good fillies I trained.”

Bruce was a Mason. He was a Friar’s club member. 
He is in a “Few Halls of Fames.”

He also worked for Del Cameron and Edgar Leon-
ard, and was good friends with another Hall of 
Famer Gene Riegle.

“Gene was a great guy,” added Bruce. “A super horse-
man. Very devoted. Got along great with him. His son 
Bruce is a classy guy.”

But when you talk to or think of Bruce Nickells you 
immediately think pacing fillies. He is the un-
disputed king. Here in this subject, you won’t 
even get an argument no matter where you 
bring this up. So, we chatted and looked 
in depth at his lady stars through the 
years. From 1985 to 1993. Well, 
take a look for yourself at a roll 
any horseman at any time 
would dream of.

It started with Follow My 
Star in 1985. She went 
13 for 14 and was easily 
voted year end honors.

“She was the easiest 
horse I ever trained 
in my life,” admitted 
Bruce. “So per-
fect. No difference 
at two or age 
four. She got me 

A career worth millions

BRUCEBRUCE
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Bruce Nickells now assists his daughter, Brooke, 
with the family stable based out of Indiana. 
Photo by Dean Gillette

By Robert Heyden

A career worth millions

BRUCEBRUCE



started with the fillies that’s for sure. She did have a hoof 
problem, and it bothered her a lot at three. If I had her 
today, I could take care of it. She also raced against the 
boys some. Lou Guida was her owner and I didn’t have 
a problem with that. I just wanted to put her where she 
could make some money. After she came back at 4, Lou 
Guida answered the question of why did he stick with 
Bruce Nickells with, ‘If it ain’t broke don’t fix it.’ That 
helped me. Lou believed in what I was doing.”

Bruce continued, commenting on how he and John 
Campbell began their lucrative pairing.

“I baby raced Immortality one day in 1985 and John 
had something else in there,” said Bruce. “As we were 
going back to the paddock, he pulled up alongside and 

asked me about the filly. He was very 
impressed by the way she went. I put 

him down the next start and the 
rest is history.”

Follow My Star made 
$1,537,503 racing from 1985 
to 1988 and retired as the 
richest pacing mare ever, tak-

ing that title from Stienam. It 
would not be the last time Bruce 

would lay claim to that honor.

Central Park West was handled 
by Bruce Nickells in 1988 for her 
freshman season for yet another 
high-profile owner Susan Laden.

“I let out her hobbles and she was 
fine,” explained Bruce. “But I could 
only race her one heat. A lot of those 
races went two heats but Susan only 

wanted to go once. I think Mark Loewe had her first. 
She was easy to train.”

Central Park West had a freshman season of 18 starts 
with 15 wins and one second for a total of $527,183 and 
paid $2.80 in her Breeders Crown victory.

Bruce’s Lady came along in 1989 and was the leading 
money winner of the year’s two-year-old pacing fillies 

with $628,000. She did not win the division title though. 
Town Pro was 13 of 14 and took home that honor.

“She (Bruce’s Lady) was tough and she liked to kick,” 
recalled Bruce. “That was her way of getting the tension 
off. She had speed and was not the easiest to train. I’m 
not quite sure how she won so much money. It might be 
that Town Pro wasn’t eligible for some of the races she 
was in. I feel like I might have gotten lucky with her.”

Nadia Lobell raced for part of her career with Bruce 
Nickells. That daughter of No Nukes went on to 
bank over $1 million altogether, a figure at the end 
of the 1980s that was new to the industry. But as the 
1990s dawned, Bruce Nickells showed he was just 
getting started.

In 1990, Bruce had already had what many consider the 
sport’s best female pacer ever with Follow My Star. Her 
better than $1.5 million bankroll certainly bore that out. 
But, along came Miss Easy. From the first crop of 1986 
champion sophomore Amity Chef, she was a star from 
day one, and many today consider her the best of the 
spectacular group that Bruce trained career wise.

“She had great shoulder action which is why she covered 
so much ground,” said Bruce. “You don’t hear the term 
line pacer often. It’s mostly for trotters. But she was one. 
She was a gangly tall yearling and I wasn’t sure how she 
would measure out. I measure all my yearlings but not 
with a measuring stick. My eye. John Campbell did a 
wonderful job with her. We never raced 
her on a half mile track. She did have 
some trouble with the turns. When 
she won the Breeders Crown at 
3, Dr. Cummings came over and 
injected her foot. All kinds of yel-
low stuff came out. This filly was so 
tough she was going with it.”

Miss Easy was 15 for 17 with 
one second and one third and 
$1,128,956 in 1990. She was one 
of three millionaire freshmen that 
year. It is still the only time in 
history that has happened. (Artsplace and Die Laughing 
were the two others). That total for Miss Easy was, and 

In the early years of Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park, Bruce and 
Joanne Nickells were frequent 
visitors of the Clubhouse, 
giving them close access to 
the winner’s circle to greet 
their daughter Brooke, after a 
win. Photo provided

Bruce Nickells has become 
known for his success with 
young fillies, including the 
great Miss Easy. 
Photo provided
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is, the high-water mark for freshman pacing fillies 
in a single season. Among her victories were 
the $760,000 Sweetheart, the $422,400 Three 
Diamonds and the $514,870 Breeders Crown. 
For the two years of 1991 combined, she was 
the division champ with 551 to 51 votes. Her 
308 votes in 1990 as the top freshman filly in 
the land is the single highest vote total for any 
one horse any year any division.

Miss Easy retired with $1,777,656 as the 
all-time most for a female pacer. When Miss 
Easy won a race at 2 in 1:51.2, it was three-fifths 
of a second off a new world mark. L Dees Trish 
had the previous record at 1:52. When Miss Easy 
lowered that to 1:51.1 at 3, it was the fastest race by a 
female. Two mares had a 1:51.2 race record, that being 
Caesars Jackpot and Armbro Feather.

Everyone talks about the incredible mile from Artsplace 
in the Breeders Crown at Pompano in 1990. He won in 
1:51.1 in that mile and that record held for 17 years until 
Nov. 8, 2008 at Dover Downs by If I Can Dream. But, 
Miss Easy did something equally incredible.

“Yes, her (Miss Easy’s) earnings record for a filly was 
amazing that she set in 1990 and 1991,” said Bruce. 
“Remember she won a Breeders Crown the same night 
as Artsplace with that record that held for I think 19 
Years. Put on a Show made just under $1.9 million 
after she captured the Breeders Crown at Pocono at 3 
in 2010. That was pretty impressive.” ($1,893,475 for 
Put on A Show was a record that is currently held by I 
Luv The Nitelife.)

Hazelton Kay was on deck for 1991. She might be one 
of the all-time most forgotten top horses ever. You never 
hear her name, likely because of the stars that parad-
ed in and out before and after. Hazelton Kay won the 
$200,000 La Paloma and the $316,000 Breeders Crown 
among her ten wins, good for a slate of 16 starts, 10 
wins, 1 second, 2 thirds with earnings of $455,354.

Immortality came along in 1992, and all she did was 
post history’s second million-dollar filly single season. 
Only Miss Easy was in this club prior.

“She was a $90,000 yearling,” noted Bruce. “Nice 
looking. I thought she’d bring more, but people looked 
over and saw Lou Guida bidding and I think they just 
stopped. He got her with a credit he had. John (Camp-
bell) loved her. I remember one time I was racing her 
in New York and I didn’t put John down. He gave me 
a lot of grief over that. Her right foot was like a feather. 
So easy to hold in your hand. She had a hind suspen-
sory that was starting to go at the end of her two-
year-old season.”

For the year, Immortality had 13 wins in 15 starts for 
$1,033,018. She captured the $668,750 Sweetheart, the 
$229,000 La Paloma, the $381,500 Three Diamonds 
and the $300,000 Breeders Crown. Immortality finished 
her career at $1,614,939 racing from 1992 to 1994.

Freedoms Friend made it four straight two-year-old pac-
ing filly of the year awards in 1993, and six overall for 
Bruce. She was 6 for 11 with 3 seconds and $600,412 for 
the 1993 season. She took the $550,250 Sweetheart and 
the $382,900 Three Diamonds at Garden State Park. 
Interesting to note that she won the division title over 
two Breeders Crown winners. They were Electric Slide 

Hall of Fame Trainer and Driver Bruce Nickells reflects on a stellar career 
in racing at an event at Harrah’s Hoosier Park. Photo by Dean Gillette
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(1993 Crown winner) and Hardie Hanover (1994 winner 
in the Breeders Crown).

“She (Freedoms Friend) had a curb that bothered 
her some,” explained Bruce. “She trained down de-
cent. Solid filly.”

The year 1994 was the end of the streak, so Bruce went 
out and won the Sweetheart anyway with Efishnc.

“Ron Waples drove her (Efishnc) for 
me,” recalled Bruce. “He was 

a different kind of driver but 
great when the money was 
down. She was an honest 
horse, easy to drive. Noth-
ing outstanding. That 
year I didn’t think she 
could win the Sweetheart, 

but I was proven wrong. 
Vicky Howard owned her.”

Efishnc made $503,789 in 
1994 at the age of two.

In addition to all these great 
horses that came through 
Bruce’s barn, did we mention 

Bruce drove and trained the 1989 Hambletonian Oaks 
winner Park Avenue Kathy? He did, and the race-off 
was after midnight. It was between her and Hambo 
Eve in 1989, the dead heat year. That’s right Bruce did 
train trotters too.

“She (Park Avenue Kathy) was a pretty easy horse to 
drive,” added Bruce. “Brooke cared for her. She made 
some breaks but was easy to train. I used to go a lot of 
trips with her, but not fast. That year in the Oaks final, 

I changed her shoes to aluminum for the final. Her 
manners were good. Dr. Seeber was in the paddock 
and he told me to go for it. She won for fun. I got lucky 
that year because Peace Corps went into the Hambleto-
nian and got fifth money as the favorite. I wasn’t going 
to beat Peace Corps. I sat right behind her a bit later 
but couldn’t stay with her. She just took off. Lou Gui-
da owned her. Lou was good to me. Gave me bonuses 
and paid me well.”

To conclude, here are some numbers of note for 
Bruce Nickells:

• Only Bruce had a $2.10 winner in the Breeders 
Crown - Immortality in 1992 in the two-year-old 
filly pace

• Another filly pacer who banked well over $500,000 
was Me and My Baby – she earned that for Bruce 
and daughter Brooke

• 30 years after setting the two-year-old filly pace 
earnings record, and it still holds today - Miss Easy 
in 1990 with $1,777,656

• When Miss Easy set the earnings record for fil-
lies only, she did so by over $400,000 – she had 
$1,777,656 to Stienam’s $1,355,474 set back in 1984-
1985

• The six fillies who captured the year end filly honors 
had a combined two-year-old record of 72 for 91 
with a winning percentage of 79.1 percent

• The balloting for the six division title holders for 
Bruce was 1,566 votes out of a possible 1,765 – that’s 
88 percent

Bruce is a well-respected horseman and will be trackside 
for the return of the Breeders Crown at Harrah’s Hoo-
sier Park this fall. He still knows talent when he sees it.

Bruce Nickells is shown 
during the inauguration to the 
Standardbred Hall of Fame in 
Goshen, NY. Photo provided
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Several three-year-olds are returning stronger than ever for the 2020 racing season. 
Here is a look at some who have been impressive in early Harrah’s Hoosier Park  
qualifiers at press time.

Bluebird Keepsake – The highest priced yearling 
from the 2018 Hoosier Classic Yearling Sale, Bluebird 
Keepsake did not race as a two-year-old but has been 
impressive to date. After turning in three qualifiers at 
Sunshine Meadows before making her qualifying debut 
at Harrah’s Hoosier Park Tuesday, June 2, the Swan 
for All filly has won three of four. Her quickest time 
was a 1:58.4 win in her Indiana debut for driver Peter 
Wrenn and Melanie Wrenn, who serves as trainer. 
Bluebird Keepsake, bred and sold by Daryl Miller’s Blue 
Bird Meadows of Middlebury, Ind., brought $125,000 
through the sale ring.

TJ’s Top Pick – Indiana’s top two-year-old trotting colt 
of 2019 is back and looking to pick up where he left off. 
After training all winter at Pace Setter Farm, he was 
among the horses that were the first to arrive at Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park and was under quarantine regulations 
from March through May 11. Trainer Jeff Cullipher 
had him ready to go when qualifiers resumed May 19. 
The Swan for All gelding has won both of his qualifiers 
impressively at press time in preparation for the 2020 
racing season.

Seventimesacharm – A full sister to the outstanding 
Seventimesavirgin, Seventimesacharm returns for her 
sophomore season and has been impressive early on. 

The three-year-old daughter of Always a Virgin won her 
first start out of the gate for trainer-driver John DeLong 
in 1:55.0, pacing her final panel in :26.3. She steps into 
big shoes as her older sister is now retired to the Delong 
farm in Wisconsin where she will begin her career as a 
brood mare.

Foxy Rigger – The Brian Brown trained Foxy Rigger 
made his 2020 debut in a qualifier at Delaware, Ohio 
in late May, winning that event by five and one-half 
lengths in a time of 1:57.0. Part of the first Indiana crop 
of Riggins, Foxy Rigger was a standout at two, winning 
seven of nine starts and taking a mark of 1:51.1. Early 
indications look like he will return just as competitive for 
his sophomore season.

Rock Swan – The return for Rock Swan took place 
in late April at Southern Oaks Training Center under 
the care of Trainer Erv Miller. The Swan for All filly, 
who was the top freshman trotting female of 2019 in 
the state last year, scored a commanding win against 
some nice horses to win in 1:56.0. Rock Swan made her 
first start at Harrah’s Hoosier Park in qualifying action 
Tuesday, June 2, finishing second by a neck to the Jeff 
Edwards-trained Sentebale in a time of 1:58.2. She 
most definitely will be ready once Indiana Sires Stakes 
resume for 2020.

K E E P I N G  U P  W I T H  T H E
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Desirae SeekmanDesirae SeekmanBlessed & Lucky
By Simon LeFranc

Desirae and Travis Seekman work as 
a team to race their horses at Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park. Photo by Dean Gillette
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Desirae is used to evolving.

The third-generation, 30-year-old horsewoman, who 
grew up in Beecher, Ill., never dreamed she’d be where 
she is today. An avid softball player during both her high 
school and college years with an interest in law, Desirae 
had her eyes set on working in the court, not in the barn.

“I basically grew up in the barn 
with my folks and my grandpar-
ents,” she recalled. “But I was 
always interested in working in the 
juvenile court system as I want-
ed to help kids.”

Her folks, former trainers Rick 
and Theresa Ledford, raced on 
the Chicago circuit for as long as 
Desirae could remember, and did 
so successfully. But Desirae, who 
helped in the barn and at the races, 
attended and graduated from Prai-
rie State University with an Asso-
ciate’s Degree in criminal justice. 
She had stayed on the path she had 
envisioned for herself.

But then, along the way, life happened. Desirae met and 
married Travis Seekman, son of trainer Joe Seekman 
and his wife, Tina. Their daughter Raegyn is now two.

Through it all, Desirae had acquired both her trainers 
and “Q” driving license.

“I’ve driven a few times but decided to slow down that 
aspect of my life,” she admitted. “Since Travis’ bread 
and butter is driving, and especially now that we have a 
daughter, there’s no need for both of us to be out there 
and risk a chance of both of us being hurt.”

Always creatively-driven, Desirae decided she needed a 
job she could do at home after her daughter was born.

“I wanted something to do from home where I would 
still be able to be a wife and a mother,” she acknowl-
edged. “And I wanted to be able to tie in harness racing 
with it somehow since that has been my life. That’s what 
I love about it—it’s such a family-oriented industry.”

Desirae and Travis live on a six-acre farm in Gaston, 
Ind., which abuts up to her in-laws’ property.

“We needed to get out of Chicago when Balmoral and 
Maywood closed, and we wanted to find something kind 
of in between Ohio and Illinois and this seemed like the 
perfect spot,” she offered. “We’re 10 miles from Muncie 

and are centrally-located to a lot of 
the fair tracks and only 25 minutes 
from Hoosier and about an hour and 
a half to Dayton, so it suits us fine.”

Desirae explained that Travis 
bought her a Cricut machine as an 
anniversary gift.

“It’s a printing machine that you can 
use to make almost anything,” she 
said. “I started making things for my 
family and pretty soon other horse-
men saw my designs and started 
asking me to make stuff for them. I 
have a small set up in an extra bed-
room and started out doing screen 
printing. I can do almost anything 
from horse-related items to home 

décor, cake toppers, etc. Right now, I’m doing so much 
harness racing stuff like browbands, race bike decals and 
training boards.”

“The machine makes things easy because I can create 
and print the design on the machine,” she explained. 
“Then, like with the training boards, I have to factor in 
the plexiglass and the wood and other materials needed. 
But I can do all of this at home, after I finish up my barn 
work in the morning.”

Desirae added that she 
watched a lot of videos on 
Internet sites such as You 
Tube and Instagram when 
she first started out.

“I’m pretty much self-
taught,” she admitted. “I’m 
really kind of stunned the 
way this has taken off. As 
more and more horsemen 

Desirae and Travis Seekman are shown with their 
daughter, Raegyn, near their home in Gaston, Ind. 
Photo provided

Added artwork to a training 
board can add a touch class to 
any stable. Photo provided
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saw my stuff, more of them have reached out and recom-
mended me to others. I feel so blessed.”

Following in the footsteps of her parents and especially 
her mother, Theresa, Desirae is also proactive when it 
comes to “paying it forward.”

“My mom drives a school bus for special needs kids 
and now, since the 
Covid-19 thing, she 
delivers homework 
for kids without 
Internet access 
and takes food to 
people’s homes who 
are struggling,” 
she explained. “So, 
through this crisis 
it’s been import-
ant to me that I 

can help horsemen out 
in any fashion.”

Thus far, Desirae has 
donated her services to horsemen in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin and Pennsylvania.

“Having my daughter has really humbled 
me and made me extra grateful,” De-
sirae confirmed.

“It has completely changed our lives and is 
very rewarding and I think it’s important to 
‘give back’ whenever possible.”

“My daughter was with me in the barn nearly 
every day since she was a baby until a few 
months ago,” she added. “I’ve had her in a 
backpack with me since she was really little 
and she loves the horses, but we wanted to get 
her socialized and have friends, so we put her 
in day care to make that happen.”

Desirae said she and Travis keep a close eye 
on the Illinois racing scene while helping 
her in-laws daily.

“We want to have more kids but we’re waiting 
to see what’s going to happen in Illinois as ulti-
mately we’d like to move back there,” she admitted. 

“I go to the barn every morning and help with the hors-
es at Joe and Tina’s place, which is a family farm, not 
a public facility. There are 20 horses there on 28 acres 
and it includes a 
half-mile track, 
so we can do ev-
erything at home, 
which is great.”

“Then I go 
home and work 
on my business 
projects,” she 
concluded. “I’m 
just overwhelmed 
and again, bless-
ed at the response 
from horsemen. I just feel so lucky to be able to work 
creatively and combine that with my love of racing, and 
still be a mom and a wife. Blessed and lucky, that’s me.”

Desirae Seekman creates unique designs and logos for stables, including this sleek 
symbol on hoods. Photo provided

Desirae Seekman has perfected her 
creativity to include numerous items 
around the barn, including paddock 
buckets. Photo provided

Desirae Seekman provided a new design 
on t-shirts for the Jeff Cullipher Stable. Photo 
provided

Desirae Seekman
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Three years ago, John Dolenski would dream about what it 
would be like to sit behind a racehorse. He would stand along 
the outside fence at Harrah’s Hoosier Park, admiring the 
horses and hoping for a small conversation with the drivers. 
He never dreamed that three years later, he would be part of 
the horse racing community that calls Harrah’s Hoosier Park 
home each year.

“There is not a lot to do in Anderson, and somebody told me 
about Hoosier Park,” recalled Dolenski. “So, my dad brought 
me to the track and I immediately had an interest in it. I asked 
how I could get involved and somebody told me there was no 
way I could do that because you have to be born into it, so I 
just continued to watch.”

Born and raised in Anderson, Ind., Dolenski went immediate-
ly into the work force after graduation from Highland High 
School. His parents work at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Ander-
son. His dad, John, works in the maintenance department  
and his mother, Elizabeth, works in mission services.  
However, Dolenski opted for another career path and  
has spent the past eight years working at Harvest  
Market in the meat department.

“I’m a closer,” explains Dolenski. “I go in at 5 p.m.  
and close the store down.”

After getting off work, Dolenski found himself  
attending the races more frequently and  
was first a fan of Ricky Macomber Jr.

John Dolenski has been a big part of the Brandon Bates 
Stable the past few years and has developed a strong 
passion for Standardbred racing. Photo by Brandon Bates

Dolenski a gift  
to Indiana racing

By Tammy Knox
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“Macomber always had that bright green race bike and 
I knew where he was at all the time during a race, so he 
was my favorite starting off,” said Dolenski. “I began 
to hang out more and more around the winner’s circle 
and one night, Brandon (Bates) gave me his whip. I 

met him up at the bar after the races and that’s how 
it all started.”

Bates had seen Dolenski along the rail 
many times before the interaction 

the night that changed Dolenski’s 
life. He recognized he was a 

fan and extended a hand 
to help get him more 

involved in the sport 
of harness racing.

“John had zero ex-
perience around horses 

and no one would give him 
an opportunity to learn,” said 

Bates. “He has learned and taken care of Swandre the 
Giant and Priceless, among others, and does it all with 
Asperger Syndrome.”

Asperger Syndrome is listed under the autism umbrel-
la. It can have varying effects on individuals, causing 
difficulty with speech, hypersensitivity and even some 
restricted movements. However, the syndrome can also 
provide strengths to those afflicted with the condition, 
providing added focus and persistence, an aptitude for 
recognizing patterns and attention to detail. Dolenski 
has taken those strengths and applied it to his newfound 
love of Standardbred racing, overcoming many obsta-
cles along the way.

“I’m a hands-on learner,” added Dolenski. “I don’t have 
any limitations. People said when I first started out, I 
wouldn’t last, but three years later, here I am. Someday, 
I plan to be a driver.”

Like everyone, Bates started Dolenski off cleaning stalls 
and later he graduated to stripping horses for baths and 
hot walking. Eventually, John learned to put on harness 
and has absorbed everything he can when learning 

Dolenski

Prior to being sold, Swandre the Giant was always 
accompanied by John Dolenski when he raced at 
Harrah’s Hoosier Park. Photo by Bates Stable

John Dolenski drives Priceless back to the paddock from the winner’s circle after 
one of her many 2019 wins at Harrah’s Hoosier Park. Photo by Tammy Jackson
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about horses and racing. His favorite part hands down 
was when he got the opportunity to sit behind his first 
horse at the Warren, Ind. training center where he works 
every day for the Bates Stable.

“The first horse I ever jogged was Dabunka with 
Brandon sitting on the side,” said Dolenski. ‘“There 
is no other feeling like that and it’s my favorite part 
of racing. I’m still learning and everything I know is 
through Brandon.”

Dolenski received his first groom’s license in May 2018 
and starting learning the art of paddocking. He 
admits it’s a lot easier to strip them than to put 
the harness on, but he takes his time and has 
learned what it takes to race a horse. Over 
the past two years, he has assisted with 
the care of two of Indiana’s top 
horses, Swandre the Giant and 
Priceless, who has returned 
with vigor for her three-
year-old season.

“At the farm, I’m the main 
caretaker, but at Hoosier 
Park, Danielle Cope-
land does the main 
paddocking,” said 
Dolenski. “Sometimes 
I help out in the paddock, 
but if she (Danielle) doesn’t 
need help, then I go to the grand-
stand. Whatever days I don’t have to 
work at my other job, I’m at the races.”

Although he has seen both Swandre the Giant and 
Priceless excel on the track, Dolenski admits he has no 
favorites. He likes all of them equally.

One aspect that John was not prepared for was a road 
trip with Priceless last year to Woodbine. Bates took the 
Rockin Image filly up for the eliminations and final of 
the Breeders Crown. John didn’t have a passport, plus he 
recognizes the work with the rest of the stable while the 
filly was out of the country.

“I’m not sure if I will go this year or not 
when she (Priceless) goes to the Fan 
Hanover at Woodbine,” said Dolenski. 
“We don’t have anyone to take care of the 
others here, so that could be a problem. And 
she (Priceless) will be gone for a full two weeks for 
the eliminations and final. Plus, I’d have to take off 
from my other job, too. But just in case, I went ahead 

and got my passport.”

While Priceless is ready to launch her soph-
omore season, Dolenski is ready to see 

two-year-old Rockin Image filly Phel-
gon get ramped up for the 2020 

racing season. At press time, 
there were only two horses 

in the Bates Stable, but 
others are expected 

to join the barn 
as action 
gets under-

way for the 
27th season at 

Harrah’s Hoosier Park.

In addition to the racehorses, 
the Bates Stable also includes a 

palomino named Sabor, who has 
provided Dolenski with additional 

opportunities to learn about horses.

“The only reason Brandon bought Sabor last 
year was for my sister and I,” added Dolenski. 

“My sister, Caitlyn, goes to Hanover College, but she 
comes up to the training center once a week and rides 
him around the barn. I like to ride too when I can. I 
really enjoy it.”

Dolenski is a perfect example of how persistence can 
pay off - all because a driver gave him the gift of 
a whip. However, the sport is the one that re-
ceived the better end of the deal. Dolenski 
is the one that is truly a gift to Indiana 
Standardbred racing.

John Dolenski takes 
a ride on former Bates 

Stable trotter Giddy Up N Go 
Gilmer at the training center in Warren, 

Ind. Brandon Bates assists John 
during the ride. Photo by 

Bates Stable
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No Wisdom 
Greater than 
Kindness
Owner reunites trainer  
with beloved pacer

By Simon LeFranc

It was a connection that was meant to be:  
one of those rare instances in life where souls 
bond, and though once separated, through the 

kindness of a friend, are happily reunited.
Shane Bowermaster stops for a photo with Mykindachip, who returned to his barn earlier this spring thanks to owner Jeff Fought, who reunited the pair. 
Photo by Tammy Knox
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The saga began on Oct. 30, 2010, when Dan and Shane 
Bowermaster purchased a son of Art’s Chip, who was 
bred by John Miller of Topeka, Ind. and foaled on 
April 12, 2009.

Mykindachip became the pride of the Bowermaster Sta-
ble and literally a family member, rewarding the father 
and son’s diligent work ethic and kindness with multiple 
Indiana Sires Stakes (ISS) victories during his freshman 
and sophomore campaigns.

Nothing was left to chance with the venerable pacer 
under the Bowermasters’ watchful eye and Mykindachip 
excelled on the racetrack as a result. At 2, he scored a 
3-3-3 record in 13 tries, missing only 
two checks all season and earning 
$104,160. His best effort was when he 
scored a freshman mark of 1:52.4 on 
Aug. 24, 2011 at Indiana Downs in 
a $40,000 ISS contest. That per-
formance was especially impressive 
given that Mykindachip left from the 
10 hole and came first up to take the 
lead at the half and then pace to a 
spectacular 11½ length triumph.

The following year proved to be 
equally fruitful for the Bowermasters 
and Mykindachip, with the 3-year-
old winning six of 20 starts, with a 
pair of seconds and four thirds to his 
credit and adding another $73,798 
to his bank account. He also lowered 
his mark to 1:51.2 with a $10,000 
ISS victory on Aug.31, 2012 at Indiana 
Downs, when he went wire-to-wire 
for Peter Wrenn.

Dan, a Fairfield, Iowa native, had been around har-
ness horses for as long as he could remember, racing 
on the Illinois and Florida circuits throughout most 
of his six-decade training and driving career. He had 
successfully campaigned Figmental, Mykindachip’s 
dam and many of her progeny to ISS triumphs in-
cluding Marks-Mindy p, 4,1:52.2 ($353,525); Marky 
Mike p,1:52.1s ($359,949) and Mark’s Way p,4,1:51.4s 

($191,737)—all sired by Mark Jonathan; and Electric 
Lad (Electric Yankee) p,1:51.2s ($334,710), among others.

The horses Dan trained over his career earned 
$1,809,896 and Mykindachip was the icing on the pro-
verbial harness cake.

Then tragedy struck.

Dan was diagnosed with diabetes and his wife Deborah 
was stricken with cancer and they were suddenly faced 
with life-changing decisions. Shane took over the day-
to-day training operations while his father and mother 
focused on their health issues. As the medical bills be-

came astronomical, the Bowermasters were forced into a 
heart-wrenching decision and sold Mykindachip.

Xenia, Ohio owner Carl Atley purchased the then 
5-year-old on Oct. 5, 2014, and the horse was moved to 
trainer Dan Dubeansky’s barn. By that time Mykinda-
chip had amassed $396,372 from 22 triumphs. Atley re-
tained ownership of the horse for two full years, moving 
him to trainer Jim Dailey’s barn in July of 2015.

Mykindachip won his second Gregg Haston Invitational in 2014 for driver Trent Stohler and 
trainer Shane Bowermaster. Photo by Dean Gillette
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By the time Mykindachip moved into the barn of 
Ronnie Burke in late October 2016 as a 7-year-old, he 
had earnings just shy of $630,000. He continued to race 
strongly for his new owners, earning another $166,690 
in 2017 and $44,090 in 2018.

2018 was also the year that Shane Bowermaster buried 
both of his parents, and despite his loss, the 33-year-
old went on to become one of Hoosier Park’s lead-
ing conditioners, with the horses he trained earning 
$1,169,637 that season.

Mykindachip had remained in the Burke contingent 
until April 15 of this year, racing under several partner-
ships with career earnings of $940,282, before he was 
purchased by Jeff Fought.

Fought, 39, is a longtime Standardbred owner who 
operates Cornerstone Stock Farm in Shipshewana, Ind. 
and numerous equine auction and sales companies in 
Indiana and Ohio.

“I’ve actually gotten out of the breeding side of things, 
but still own the farm and use it for turn outs and a few 
retired mares,” Fought explained. “I’ve got my last crop 
of yearlings this year at the farm. It is the first year in 
a long, long time that I have not foaled mares. I love 

the industry and it’s difficult to be involved in both the 
breeding and racing end of the business and I decided I 
wanted to be involved in the racing side.”

It was Fought who had listened many nights this past 
winter as Shane talked about the loss of his parents two 
years ago and of the love his father had for Mykindachip 
and the joy the horse brought to the Bowermaster fami-
ly. Fought had been visiting Shane at the family’s winter 
training headquarters of Spring Garden Ranch and 
marveled at the connection Shane described between his 
father, the horse and himself.

In fact, it haunted Fought.

“I got to know Shane and his girlfriend Jody (Morone) 
this winter as I have a lot of 2-year-olds in training with 
them,” Fought offered. “When I was around Shane he 
would talk about his mom or his dad or the horse and 
most times a combination of all of them. I am close with 
my family and to think about losing both my parents at 
nearly the same time really struck me. He was incredibly 
close with his folks and to have them both pass at the 
same time had to be so difficult. It was hard to fathom 
what he must have gone through.”

Fought became determined to reunite Mykin-
dachip and Shane.

“I stayed down in Florida and really enjoyed it, helping 
Shane with the horses,” he said. “And I couldn’t stop 
thinking about this strong connection he had with My-
kindachip, so before the COVID-19 shutdown, I said to 
Shane, ‘why don’t you see if they want to sell the horse?’ 
So, Shane reached out to Mark Weaver and Mark told 
Shane to make him an offer. At that point I figured they 
really didn’t want to sell the horse, so we kind of just let it 
sit for a while, but I kept an eye on the horse and what he 
was doing on the track.”

Jeff returned to Indiana for a few weeks, then headed 
to Florida again and this time the COVID-19 virus 
had taken over the country and most racetracks had 
ceased operating.

“It popped back in my mind that perhaps they might 
be willing to let the horse go because of the shutdown 

Mykindachip

Trainer and now co-owner Shane Bowermaster puts a little shine on 
Mykindachip, a horse that has deep meaning to his stable. Photo by 
Tammy Knox
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so I texted Mark,” Jeff recalled. “He threw out a price 
this time and we went back and forth and Mark ac-
tually priced Mykindachip exactly spot on of what I 
thought he was worth. So, I decided to go ahead and 
pull the trigger.”

Fought secured the deal and planned to have the horse 
shipped from Ohio to Pacesetter Farm in Indiana, unbe-
knownst to Shane.

“It was tough to keep it a secret for a while,” Jeff noted. 
“Mykindachip was in Ohio and had to be shipped to 
Pacesetter Farm. Amy Macomber, who runs Pacesetter, 
looked after him and 
Justin Lloyd jogged the 
horse for me. He had 
gone and picked him up 
in Ohio and stuck him 
in his barn and did not 
tell anybody about the 
horse. Nobody at Pace-
setter knew anything 
about any of it, although 
almost everyone in 
Shane’s barn in Florida 
did know and did a 
great job of not saying 
anything about it.”

On the morning of May 
4, after Shane had returned to Indiana, Jeff led Mykin-
dachip into Shane’s barn as Amy Macomber captured 
the moment via video and posted it on Facebook, where 
it went viral through the harness racing community.

Shane appeared emotionless at first; both stunned and 
overcome upon seeing his old companion.

“I think he was pretty much in shock,” Jeff stressed. 
“I don’t think he could quite grasp it at the time Amy 
took the video and I’m sure there was a lot going 
through his mind.”

A few minutes later Shane was sitting behind the now 
11-year-old Mykindachip, who calmly paced along over 
the Pacesetter oval, the consummate professional.

“When he came back from jogging the horse, he was 
much chattier,” Jeff revealed. “I’m sure he was pret-
ty emotional out there and later when he was alone 
with the horse.”

Jeff and Shane will share ownership of Mykinda-
chip through his racing years, but Jeff says when 
the time comes to retire the pacer, the horse will re-
main with Shane.

“He’s a very viable race-
horse and that was part 
of the appeal with him; 
is that we could race 
him for a few years,” Jeff 
acknowledged. “Re-
gardless of how this goes 
or what kind of money 
the horse makes, it’s 
Shane’s horse.”

“Shane has a really 
strong connection to 
the horse,” Jeff contin-
ued. “He came from 
the Burkes looking 
exceptional for an 

11-year-old, and I know Shane was really excited about 
his qualifier l Saturday, May 30 at Hoosier, which he 
won in 1:52.4.”

“I think it’s just good overall because I believe in My-
kindachip and I think he’ll make money for Shane and 
me,” Jeff concluded. “And when his racing days are over, 
he can live out his life as he deserves, with Shane. You 
only go around once in this life and if you can make a 
difference in someone else’s life for the better and have 
the means to do it, then why not?”

Mykindachip patiently waits in the paddock for qualifying action at Harrah’s Hoosier 
Park. Photo by Dean Gillette
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New Zealander ready for 
action in Indiana

By Tammy Knox

Ana Malak N, a five-year-old stallion from New Zea-
land, was impressive in his North American debut 
Saturday, May 30, winning his qualifier in 1:54.1. The 
son of Bettor’s Delight, one of New Zealand’s premier 
stallions, was recently purchased by Jeff Cullipher of 
Pendleton, Ind. and Tom Pollack of Pennsylvania and 
arrived in the United States in late March.

“We had purchased him (Ana Malak N) and made 
arrangements for his travel to the United States before 
all of this (Covid-19) happened with the shutdown,” said 
Cullipher, who has several strings of horses, including 
35 at Harrah’s Hoosier Park. “I really didn’t know if he 
could make it (to the United States), but it turned out 
everything was on schedule and he arrived in Chicago.”

Ana Malik N was one of 17 horses on the flight from 
Auckland, New Zealand into Chicago. Upon arrival, he 
and the other horses were placed into mandatory quar-
antine for 17 days, a regular process for horses shipping 
into the United States. Once he was released, Cullipher 
found himself with another issue. Where would he be 
able to place the New Zealand stallion until restrictions 
were lifted at Harrah’s Hoosier Park? The track was 
shut down to any additional horses on the backstretch 
Saturday, March 14 to comply with state regulations put 
in place by the state of Indiana.

“I had to find a place for him since he couldn’t come 
into my barn at Hoosier Park,” said Cullipher. “So, we 
turned him out for about a week at Brooke Nickells’ 
farm close to the track, and then Jackie Ricks, who 
works for me, told me she had four stalls at the Shelby 

Jackie Ricks brings Ana Malak N back to the barn following afternoon exercise at the Shelby County Fairgrounds. 
Photo by Tammy Knox

Races & Faces
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County Fairgrounds, so we sent him to Shelbyville. 
Jackie took him and got him started with hopes he will 
be ready to go once we start back racing.”

Ana Malak N began his North American training with 
Ricks, who is a native of Canada but has been a resident 
of Shelbyville for more than a decade. She has worked 
for Cullipher for the past year and a half, and is a former 
trainer on the Indiana Standardbred racing 
circuit. She is also the caretaker of TJ’s 
Top Pick, Indiana’s top two-year-old trot-
ting colt of 2019.

Ricks makes her daily trip to Harrah’s Hoo-
sier Park to work with the horses in Culli-
pher’s barn. While Ana Malak N was under 
her care, she returned to the Shelby County 
Fairgrounds each afternoon to work with 
the impressive looking stallion. She was very 
impressed from the start with the 16-plus 
hand black horse from “down under.”

“He’s a really nice horse to be around and 
he was a really good racehorse in New 
Zealand,” said Ricks. “They have several stories about 
him racing down there (New Zealand and Austra-
lia). It worked out well for him to stable in Shelbyville 
and get back training until he could get on the track 
at Hoosier Park.”

Ana Malik N (the N behind his name represents his 
origin of birth in New Zealand) left Australia with 11 
wins in 25 career starts and nearly $300,000 in purse 
earnings. He is a Group 1 winner, which is the highest 
class of competition the country offers. After winning 
four races in New Zealand, he was sold at the age of four 
and was racing in Australia when he was acquired by 
the partnership of Cullipher and Pollack.

“We work with a broker and have purchased a few from 
New Zealand,” added Cullipher. “We have his full 
brother (Ana Afreet N) and we had actually called the 
broker about another horse and he led us to this one. 
Tom (Pollack) is more involved with the New Zealand 

horses. He will give me names of ones he’s interested 
in and I watch the replays. That’s about all you can do 
before getting them.”

Ana Afreet N has turned out to be a good racehorse for 
Cullipher and Pollack. He raced four times at Miami 
Valley in Ohio earning two wins and recording a mile 
in 1:51.2. He was shipped out to Cullipher’s New Jersey 

barn where he was prepping to race before the shutdown 
occurred. Ana Malik N, the older of the two, was able to 
join Cullipher’s Stable at Harrah’s Hoosier Park after the 
May 11 lift on horses in the state allowed on the grounds 
and his first qualifier looks like he will be just as competi-
tive as the younger Ana Afreet N has been so far.

Driven by Sam Widger, Ana Malak started his Indi-
ana debut from post eight and had to work to get to the 
lead at the quarter mile marker in :26.4. He was able 
to slow the pace through middle fractions before pick-
ing up the pace for the stretch drive, pacing home in 
:26.2 for the win. Just N Ace and Trace Tetrick finished 
three-quarters of a length back in second during the 
qualifying mile.

Ana Malak N is right on track to be ready to race once 
the season gets underway Tuesday, June 16. He will add 
a little excitement to the 27th season of Standardbred 
racing this season at Harrah’s Hoosier Park.

Jackie Ricks gets some exercise in Ana Malak N at the Shelby County Fairgrounds while 
awaiting restrictions to lift at Harrah’s Hoosier Park’s barn area. Photo by Tammy Knox
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Horseshoeing School  
the right fit for Troy Price

By Tara Ellen Taylor

Nestled on a gravel road near Uniondale (about an hour 
north of Anderson) is a well-kept secret. It’s a labor of 
love and a culmination of efforts between husband and 
wife. It’s an educational experience like few others. It 
combines the best of a vanishing trade, craftmanship 
and pride in a job done well.

Troy Price Horseshoeing School has been in opera-
tion since 2012 and to date 62 students have attended. 
Owned and operated by Troy Price with his wife Jenni-
fer handling the recordkeeping, the school is designed to 
meet the needs of today’s horsemen and women whether 
they want the basics of trimming or want to pursue the 
trade as a business.

“I try very hard to teach each student at his/her own 
level. My job is to help people move at their pace and not 
try to put a box around the process. Sure, there is time 
in the classroom but from Day 2 forward, we spend time 
underneath horses because that is what horseshoeing is 
about,” explained the pragmatic Troy.

“There is no typical student. We have those right out 
of high school and those who are looking for a career 
change in middle age. We even have had the older (like 
70ish) guy who just wanted to see what shoeing was all 
about. Our enrollment is roughly half men and half 
women. Because of Covid, this is the first year our spring 
class hasn’t been full,” continued Troy.

A tour of the school’s facilities included a large shop with 
six meticulous stations, each complete with its own anvil, 
tools and coal/coke forge. It also includes an instruction 
area, an oversized classroom with equine skeletons and 
related teaching aids and many “shoe boards” which 
display types of shoes and the workmanship of famous 
farriers. Yet-to-be-built is a section for stalls so outside 
horses can be hauled in for use by the students.

The school also offers on-site housing; a refur-
bished farm house with four bedrooms, kitchen, 
and living area. Laundry facilities sit less than 100 
yards from the shop.

The visit 
concluded with 
an impressive 
demonstration 
by Troy mak-
ing a nearly 
perfect, hand-

A row of six forges and anvils are lined up in the 
horseshoeing school in Uniondale. Photo by 
Ellen Taylor

Troy works on producing a horseshoe during a demonstration at 
his school. Photo by Ellen Taylor
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made, hot punched steel shoe in 
only a few minutes.

“My start in all this began in the 
11th grade when my high school 
was having a career day and I 
needed to quickly find something I 
was interested in. I chose a farrier 
because I had just hauled a cou-
ple of my own horses to get shod 
and it seemed like good money, 
especially since I wasn’t sure if my 
local fire department was volun-
teer,” Troy laughed.

He went on to attend the Kentucky 
Horseshoeing School and grad-
uated with high distinction upon 
completion of the Masters Course 
in Horseshoeing in 1993. He later 
qualified as a Certified Journey-
man Farrier from the American 
Farrier’s Association (AFA) in 1999. 
While representing the AFA Team, 
he competed in numerous inter-
national competitions in England, 
Scotland, Holland and Canada 
from 2000-2004 and again in 
2008. He was a top-10 finalist three 
times at the World Championship 

Blacksmith Competition in Cal-
gary. In 2011, Troy received the 
Clyde Stringer Memorial Award 
for his “willingness to share his 
knowledge and experience with 
fellow members and for advancing 
the farrier trade in Indiana.”

Currently, in addition to running 
the school and maintaining his 
regular local clients, Troy judges 
competitions and conducts clinics 
for local associations. In 2009, 
he was approved as a “tester” for 

AFA which means 
he is qualified to test 
students both in the 
written and practical 
sections of farri-
er accreditation.

Interestingly, Jennifer 
recently entered the 
racing business with a 
Thoroughbred and a 
Quarter Horse brood-
mare, each of whom 
produced foals this 
spring. Jennifer, who 
works for the Indiana 
State Board of Ani-

mal Health by day, is enthusiastic 
about becoming more involved as 
the foals get closer to racing age.

As with many who pursue excel-
lence in what might be considered 
a dying form of artistry, Troy 
fondly remembers one of his men-
tors Danny Ward.

“I remember many trips to his 
school in Martinsville, Virginia. 
He was always there to give me 
tips and encouraged me to start 
the school. Actually, we have 

Courses offered:
Trim Course (2 weeks) – for individ-
uals who want to be able to perform 
some beginning horseshoeing skills on 
their own horses.

Beginner Horseshoeing Course 
(6 weeks) – for the person who wants to 
trim and shoe their own horses.

Basic Horseshoeing Course (12 
weeks) – for the person who is interested 
in pursuing a career in horseshoeing.

Advanced Horseshoeing Course 
(24 weeks) – for the person who knows 
he/she wants a career in horseshoeing.

Journeyman Horseshoeing 
Course (36 weeks) – for the person 
who wants the skills necessary to leave 
school and be ready for business.

Troy Price Horseshoeing School is the 
first horseshoeing school in Indiana and 
is accredited by the Office for Career 
and Technical Schools.

Tuition cost varies according to the 
length of the course. However, all 
instruction, tools and housing are 
included plus the use of the comprehen-
sive textbook Gregory’s Textbook of Farriery 
by Chris Gregory.

For more information, go to the 
Website at: www.troypricehorse-
shoeingschool.com

Troy and Jennifer Price offer the only horseshoeing 
school in Indiana, located in Uniondale, Ind.  
Photo by Ellen Taylor

Troy and Jennifer Price are shown with the book “Gregory’s 
Textbook of Farriery” which is utilized during their school. Photo by 
Ellen Taylor

continued on page 36
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Revised schedules approved by IHRC
The Indiana Horse Racing Commission met Thursday, 
May 28 and made numerous approvals, including the 
revisions to the 2020 Indiana Sired Fair Circuit (ISFC), 
the 2020 Late Closers and the 2020 Indiana Sires Stakes 
(ISS) programs.

The 2020 ISFC schedule was previously announced as 
the new Governor’s Cup Series at the Indiana Stan-
dardbred banquet in late January. Although the plans 
included increased purses, the purse money has gone 
back to the purse structure from 2019 due to recent 
Covid-19 shutdowns.

The ISFC begins Saturday, July 4 at the Converse 
Fairgrounds at 11 a.m. The program will feature two-
year-old pacers and three-year-old trotters. The initial 
program will be followed up with a 2 p.m. event Sunday, 
July 5 featuring two-year-old trotters and three-year-old 
pacers. The second stop is slated for Wednesday, July 8 
at the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland, Ind. featur-
ing all age groups and classes. Other locations holding 

ISFC events include Kentland, Frankfort, Shelbyville, 
Corydon, and Connersville. Converse, Shelbyville and 
Frankfort will each hold a second round of action fol-
lowing the traditional Indiana State Fair Grand Circuit 
week August 12 and 13.

A total of 12 locations will include the ISFC for 2020, 
not including the Grand Circuit and Elite Series at the 
Indiana State Fair in mid-August. The series will con-
clude with the top point earners competing in the Gov-
ernor’s Cup Series Championships slated for Thursday, 
Sept. 10 at 11 a.m. at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. In 
addition to the $20,000 championships, consolations for 
$8,000 will be held during the program as well.

Indiana Sires Stakes action begins Wednesday, July 1 
with the three-year-old filly trotters. Purses and prelimi-
nary legs have been adjusted for the 2020 racing season. 
The Super Finals are set for Friday, Oct. 16. Consola-
tions are slated for Saturday, Oct. 17.

established a scholarship in his memory which we have 
combined with our class reunions and some fundraising 
efforts for the scholarship each year,” said Troy.

“This school is meant to show a real-world job with 
real-world experiences while working under horses every 
day,” added Troy.

Troy and Jennifer are proof that the real world can be 
collectively joined with hopes and dreams of fine crafts-
manship, helping others, and fast horses too.

Troy Price stands beside his mentor’s anvil, noting, “Danny (Ward) always 
asked me to lay the hammer correctly on his anvil. When the master 
passes the handle of the hammer, it should be towards the horn of the 
anvil, so I’ve done this since he died in 2018.” Photo by Ellen Taylor

Troy Price continued from pg. 35
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Converse Fairgrounds-Converse, IN
July 4 & 5
Alvin Miller, Race Secretary    
Entry and Race Day Phone (765) 395-3125

Saturday, July 4  11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 1)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000 
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3  YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3  YR Colt Trot   $3,000

Sunday, July 5  2:00 p.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Thursday, July 2)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000

Jay County Fair - Portland, IN
July 8 
Greg Runyon, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (574) 825-7523
Race Day Phone  (260) 729-1927
          
Wednesday, July 8        11a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00a.m. Sunday, July 5)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000 

Newton County Fair - Kentland, IN
July 11  (CENTRAL TIME) 
Brad Fox, Race Secretary
Entry Phone   (765)  395-3125
Race Day Phone  (219)  474-5745 

Saturday, July 11      12:00pm CDT Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 8)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000

IndIana Standardbred advISory board

2020 ISFC Governor’S CUP SerIeS raCInG SCHedULe
revISed

Clinton Co. Fair - Frankfort, IN
July 14 & 15
Pam Royer, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (765) 395-3125
Race Day Phone  (765) 242-4500 

Tuesday, July 14  6:00 p.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Saturday, July 11)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000

Wednesday, July 15   6:00 p.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Sunday, July 12)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000 
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000

Elkhart County 4-H Fair - Goshen, IN
July 25, 27, & 28
Tim Graber, Race Secretary
Entry Phone   (574) 825-7523
Race Day Phone  (574) 533-3247

Saturday, July 25 11:00 a.m. Post Time 
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 22)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
Classic XXX - Open Colt   $10,000 Est.
Classic XXX - Filly Pace    $10,000 Est.

Monday, July 27  11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00am. Friday, July 24)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
IOSB FFA Pace    $1,500 Est.
IOSB FFA Trot    $1,500 Est.

Tuesday, July 28  11:00 a.m. Post Time
**Please note 4-day box**
(Box Closes 10:00am. Friday, July 24)
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
Maple City Trot-  Open Colt  $10,000 Est.
Maple City Trot- Filly   $10,000 Est.

In order to be eligible for the final or consolation at the Indiana State Fair, a horse must have or be credited with six ISFC starts.
  

All races will split according to the ISFC split chart listed in the nomination booklet, with the exception 
of the first program (Converse - 7/4 & 7/5) which will have no more than 1 trailer in two-year old races.

Moved to  Shelbyville July 22 and 23
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     2020 ISFC Governor’S CUP SerIeS raCInG SCHedULe - revISed

Fayette County Free Fair-Connersville, IN
July 27 & 28
Chrissy Harlan, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (765) 395-3125
Race Day Phone  (765) 821-2444 

Monday, July 27  11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Friday, July 24)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
  

Tuesday, July 28  11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Saturday, July 25)
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000

Shelby County Fair, Shelbyville, IN
August 3 & 4
Linda Dever, Race Secretary 
Entry & Race Day Phone (765) 395-3125

Monday, August  3 11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Friday, July 31)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000

Tuesday, August 4   11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Saturday, August 1)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000 
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000

Jay County - Portland, IN
Saturday, August 8
Greg Runyon, Race Secretary  
Entry Phone   (574) 825-7523
Race Day Phone  (260) 729-1927
 
Saturday, August 8        11a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 5)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace   $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace   $3,000

Indiana State Fair - Indianapolis, IN
August 12 & 13
Linda Dever, Race Secretary      
Entry and Race Day Phone   (765) 395-3125

GRAND CIRCUIT RACING
Wednesday, August 12 6:00 p.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Sunday, August 9)
Fox Stake #94 - Two Year Old Pace  $55,150*
Horseman Stake #83 (The Ralph Wilfong Trot)
 Two YR Old Trot  $33,383*
Horseman #111    
 3 YR Old Open Pace $32,550*
 3 YR Old Filly Pace $29,068*
 3 YR Old Filly Trot $29,343*
           **3 YR Old Open Trot $36,345*
    **(The Gov. Frank O’Bannon Memorial Trot)
Hoosier Stake #84
 2 YR Old Colt Trot $21,742*
 2 YR Old Filly Trot $24,646*
 2 YR Old Colt Pace $20,862*
 2 YR Old Filly Pace $24,150*
*Purse Amounts for all Grand Circuit races are listed at the 
actual purses for 2019 races.  2020 actual purse amounts may 
vary. 

ISA ELITE RACES
Thursday, August 13 11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Monday, August 10)
2 YR Filly Pace   $16,500*
2 YR Filly Trot   $14,100*
2 YR Colt Pace   $13,400*
2 YR Colt Trot   $14.700*
3 YR Filly Pace   $10,550*
3 YR Filly Trot   $9,500*
3 YR Colt Pace   $11,150*
3 YR Colt Trot   $10,250*
*Please Note:  Above are the ISA Elite Purses for
2019.  Actual 2020 Purses may vary.

Harrison County Fair- Corydon, IN
August  19
Tim Harmon, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (765) 395-3125
Race Day Phone #  (812) 267-7580
          
Wednesday, August 19       1:00 p.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m Sunday, August 16)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace  $3,000

In order to be eligible for the final or consolation at the Indiana State Fair, a horse must have or be credited with six ISFC starts.
  

All races will split according to the ISFC split chart listed in the nomination booklet, with the exception 
of the first program (Converse - 7/4 & 7/5) which will have no more than 1 trailer in two-year old races.
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      2020 ISFC Governor’S CUP SerIeS raCInG SCHedULe - revISed

Converse Fairgrounds-Converse, IN
August 25
Alvin Miller, Race Secretary    
Entry and Race Day Phone (765) 395-3125

Tuesday, August 25 11 :00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Saturday, August 22)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace  $3,000

Clinton Co. Fair - Frankfort, IN
August 29
Pam Royer, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (765) 395-3125
Race Day Phone  (765) 242-4500 
Saturday, August 29  11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 26)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace  $3,000

Shelby County Fairgrounds, Shelbyville, IN
September 4
Linda Dever, Race Secretary 
Entry Phone   (765) 395-3125
Race Day Phone  (765) 395-3125

Friday, September 4      11:00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m Tuesday, September 1)
ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot  $3,000
ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $3,000
ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $3,000

Indiana State Fairgrounds - Indianapolis, IN
September 10
Linda Dever, Race Secretary  
Entry Phone                (765) 395-3125 
Race Day Phone  (765) 395-3125

Thursday, September 10 11 :00 a.m. Post Time
(Box Closes 10:00 a.m. Monday, September 7)

GOVERNORS CUP SERIES 
CONSOLATION RACES

Consolation-ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $8,000
Consolation-ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $8,000
Consolation-ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $8,000
Consolation-ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace  $8,000 
Consolation-ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot  $8,000
Consolation-ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $8,000 
Consolation-ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $8,000
Consolation-ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $8,000

GOVERNORS CUP SERIES 
CHAMPIONSHIP RACES

CHAMP-ISFC 2 YR Colt Trot  $20,000 
CHAMP-ISFC 2 YR Filly Pace  $20,000 
CHAMP-ISFC 3 YR Filly Trot  $20,000
CHAMP-ISFC 3 YR Colt Pace  $20,000 
CHAMP-ISFC 2 YR Filly Trot   $20,000 
CHAMP-ISFC 2 YR Colt Pace  $20,000
CHAMP-ISFC 3 YR Colt Trot  $20,000
CHAMP-ISFC 3 YR Filly Pace  $20,000

In order to be eligible for the final or consolation at the Indiana State Fair, a horse must have or be credited with six ISFC starts.
  

All races will split according to the ISFC split chart listed in the nomination booklet, with the exception 
of the first program (Converse - 7/4 & 7/5) which will have no more than 1 trailer in two-year old races.
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Check Payable and Mail to:

Indiana Horse Racing Commission
1302 N. Meridian, Suite 175

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Indiana Standardbred Breed Development Program
    2020 LATE CLOSING EVENTS 

to be raced at Harrah’s Hoosier Park

IS-1: “The Jerry Landess”
Pace - Indiana Sired 3 YR & Up C/G
NW 1 Ext PM race LT (w/o $20,000 LT NE) AE: NW 
$8500 LT (all eligibility reflects up to & including 3/15/20)

1st Leg    April 10  Weds - June 17 $9,000
2nd Leg April 17   $9,000 
FINAL    April 24 Weds - June 24 $18,000 
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20)  $100

IS-3: “The Hal Dale”
Pace - Indiana Sired C/G
NW 2 (3YO - 3) Ext. PM or $25,000 LT up to & 
including 3/15/20

1st Leg  May 8    $11,000
2nd Leg May 15   $11,000
FINAL  May 22   $22,000 

Nomination Fee: (due 4/15/20)  $100

IS-4: “The Go On BB”
Pace - Indiana Sired F/M
NW 2 (3YO - 3) Ext. PM or $25,000 LT up to & 
including 3/15/20

1st Leg  May 7   $11,000
2nd Leg May 14   $11,000
FINAL  May 21   $22,000

Nomination Fee: (due 4/15/20)  $100

IS-9: “The Tubby Trimble”
Pace - Indiana Sired 3 YR & Up C/G
NW 4 (3 YO 5) Ext PM Races or $40,000 LT up to & 
including 5/1/20

1st Leg  June 5   $12,000
FINAL  June 12   $24,000

Nomination Fee: (due 5/1/20)  $125

IS-2: “The Miss Windfall”
Pace - Indiana Sired 3 YR & UP F/M
NW 1 Ext PM race LT (w/o $20,000 LT NE) AE: NW 
$8500 LT (all eligibility reflects up to & including 3/15/20)

1st Leg       April 9 Thurs - June 18  $9,000
2nd Leg April 16    $9,000
FINAL  April 23 Thurs - June 25  $18,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20)   $100

IS-10: “The Bill Thompson”
Pace - Indiana Sired 3 YR & Up F/M
F/M-NW 4 (3 YO 5) Ext PM Races or $40,000 LT up to & 
including 5/1/20

1st Leg  June 6   $12,000
FINAL  June 13   $24,000

Nomination Fee: (due 5/1/20)  $125

IS-12: “The Single G”
Pace - Indiana Sired C/G
NW 4 (3 YO 6) Ext. PM Races or $50,000 LT up to 
and including 9/15/20

1st Leg  November 7  $17,000
2nd Leg November 14  $17,000
FINAL  November 21  $30,000

Nomination Fee: (due 10/15/20)  $200

IS-13: “The Peony”
Pace - Indiana Sired F/M
NW 4 (3 YO 6) Ext. PM Races or $50,000 LT up to 
and including 9/15/20

1st Leg  November 7  $17,000
2nd Leg November 14  $17,000
FINAL  November 21  $30,000

Nomination Fee: (due 10/15/20)  $200

PACING SERIES
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Check Payable and Mail to:

Indiana Horse Racing Commission
1302 N. Meridian, Suite 175

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Indiana Standardbred Breed Development Program
    2020 LATE CLOSING EVENTS 

to be raced at Harrah’s Hoosier Park

IS-5: “The Cardinal”
Trot - Indiana Sired 3 YR & Up C/G
NW 1 ext PM race LT (w/o $20,000 LT NE) AE: NW 
$8500 LT (all eligibility reflects up to & including 3/15/20)

1st Leg  April 8 Tues - June 16 $9,000
2nd Leg April 15   $9,000 
FINAL  April 22 Tues - June 23 $18,000 
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20)  $100

IS-7: “The Expresson”
Trot - Indiana Sired C/G
NW 2 (3YO - 3) Ext. PM or $25,000 LT up to & 
including 3/15/20

1st Leg  May 6   $11,000
2nd Leg May 13   $11,000
FINAL  May 20   $22,000 

Nomination Fee: (due 4/15/20)  $100

IS-8: “Msnaughtybynature”
Trot - Indiana Sired F/M
NW 2 (3YO - 3) Ext. PM or $25,000 LT up to & 
including 3/15/20

1st Leg  May 5   $11,000
2nd Leg May 12   $11,000
FINAL  May 19   $22,000

Nomination Fee: (due 4/15/20)  $100

IS-11: “The Ralph & Dorothy Rose”
Trot - Indiana Sired
NW 4 (3 YO - 5) Ext PM Races or $40,000 LT up to & 
including 5/1/20

1st Leg  June 3   $12,000
FINAL  June 10   $24,000

Nomination Fee: (due 5/1/20)  $125

IS-6: “The Mya Tri”
Trot - Indiana Sired 3 YR & UP F/M
NW 1 ext PM race LT (w/o $20,000 LT NE) AE: NW 
$8500 LT (all eligibility reflects up to & including 3/15/20)

1st Leg  April 8 Weds - June 17  $9,000
2nd Leg April 15    $9,000
FINAL  April 22 Weds - June 24  $18,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20)   $100

IS-14: “The I-69”
Trot - Indiana Sired 
NW 4 (3 YO & Mares 6) Ext. PM races or $50,000 LT up 
to & including 9/15/20

1st Leg  November 5  $17,000
2nd Leg November 12  $17,000
FINAL  November 21  $30,000

Nomination Fee: (due 10/15/20)  $200

TROTTING SERIES
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CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

Indiana Standardbred Breed Development Program
2020 Indiana Sire Stakes

to be raced at Harrah’s Hoosier Park
Nominations for Two-Year Olds must be postmarked by April 15, 2020

Nominations for Three-Year Olds & Older must be postmarked by March 15, 2020
Sponsored by the Indiana Standardbred Advisory Board

   DATE      ENTRY FEE
LEG 1     Thursday- July 9 Thurs - July 23 $500

LEG 2     Thursday- July 30 Tues - Aug 4 $500

LEG 3      Friday- August 28  $500

LEG 4      Friday- September 4 $500

LEG 5     Thursday -September 17 $500

LEG 6      Thursday- October 8 $500
SUPER FINAL  October 16   $0
Consolation  October 22   $0

2 YR Colt/Gelding Pace
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 4/15/20)

2 YR Filly Pace
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 4/15/20)

2 YR Colt/Gelding Trot
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 4/15/20)

   DATE    ENTRY FEE
LEG 1  Wednesday- July 8 Weds - July 22 $500

LEG 2  Wednesday- August 5  $500

LEG 3   Thursday- August 27 $500

LEG 4   Thursday- September 3 $500

LEG 5  Wednesday-September 16 $500

LEG 6   Wednesday- October 7 $500
SUPER FINAL  October 16   $0
Consolation  October 21   $0

   DATE      ENTRY FEE
LEG 1     Saturday- July 11 Sat - July 25 $500

LEG 2     Saturday- August 1 Weds - Aug 5 $500

LEG 3      Wednesday- August 26  $500

LEG 4      Wednesday-September 2 $500

LEG 5     Tuesday- September 15 $500

LEG 6      Tuesday- October 6 $500

SUPER FINAL  October 16 $0
Consolation  October 20       $0

   DATE    ENTRY FEE
LEG 1     Tuesday- July 7  Tues - July 21    $500

LEG 2     Tuesday- August 4 $500

LEG 3      Tuesday- August 25 $500

LEG 4      Tuesday- September 1 $500

LEG 5     Tuesday- September 15 $500

LEG 6      Tuesday- October 6 $500

SUPER FINAL  October 16 $0
Consolation  October 20                   $0

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

2 YR Filly Trot
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 4/15/20)

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

   1 Division 2 Divisions   3 Divisions         4 Divisions               5 Divisions

2 YR Old Legs  $122,500 $71,000 $66,250 $37,250    $44,833  $26,000         $34,625  $20,375          $28,600.00  $17,000
(Estimated)

Average Number of Divisions for 2 Year Olds in 2019 was 2.4

Purses for legs are estimated and will change based on the number of nominations and divisions for each category.                                           
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CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

Indiana Standardbred Breed Development Program
2020 Indiana Sire Stakes

to be raced at Harrah’s Hoosier Park
Nominations for Two-Year Olds must be postmarked by April 15, 2020

Nominations for Three-Year Olds & Older must be postmarked by March 15, 2020
Sponsored by the Indiana Standardbred Advisory Board 

   DATE      ENTRY FEE
LEG 1        Friday- May 29  $500
LEG 2 1        Friday- June 19 Friday - July 3 $500
LEG 3 2         Friday- July 3 Sat - July 18 $500
LEG 4 3              Friday- July 31  $500
LEG 5 4        Friday- August 21 $500
LEG 6 5        Friday- September 4 $500
LEG 7 6                     Friday- September 18   $500
LEG 8 7                     Friday- October 9   $500

SUPER FINAL  October 16 $0
Consolation  October 16       $0

3 YR Colt/Gelding Pace
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 3/15/20)

3 YR Filly Pace
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 3/15/20)

3 YR Colt/Gelding Trot
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 3/15/20)

   DATE    ENTRY FEE
LEG 1    Saturday- May 30 $500
LEG 2 1            Friday- June 19 Sat - July 4 $500
LEG 3 2             Friday- July 3 Friday July 17 $500
LEG 4  3   Friday- July 31 Sat - August 1         $500
LEG 5 4     Saturday- August 22 $500
LEG 6 5    Friday- September 11 $500
LEG 7 6     Friday- September 25 $500
LEG 8 7     Friday- October 9 $500
     
SUPER FINAL  October 16                            $0
Consolation  October 16                   $0

   DATE      ENTRY FEE
LEG 1    Thursday- May 28  $500
LEG 2 1    Thursday- June 18 Thurs - July 2 $500
LEG 3 2     Thursday- July 2  Thurs - July 16 $500
LEG 4 3           Wednesday- July 29 Thurs - July 30 $500
LEG 5 4    Thursday- August 20 $500
LEG 6 5    Thursday- September 10 $500
LEG 7 6    Thursday- September 24  $500
LEG 8 7    Thursday- October 8  $500

SUPER FINAL  October 16 $0
Consolation  October 17       $0

   DATE    ENTRY FEE
LEG 1  Wednesday- May 27 $500
LEG 2 1   Wednesday- June 17 Wed - July 1     $500
LEG 3 2       Wednesday- July 1 Wed - July 15            $500
LEG 4 3       Tuesday- July 28 Wed - July 29                $500
LEG 5 4  Wednesday- August 19 $500
LEG 6 5            Wednesday- September 2                   $500
LEG 7 6          Wednesday- September 16                  $500
LEG 8 7  Wednesday- October 7 $500

SUPER FINAL  October 16 $0
Consolation  October 17                   $0

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

3 YR Filly Trot
Indiana Sire Stakes

Nomination fee:  $500 (due 3/15/20)

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

CONSOLATION - $25,000  SUPER FINAL - $250,000
Entry Fee for Each Leg: $500

6th-10th place in $250,000 final to receive $4,000 each

   1 Division 2 Divisions  3 Divisions  4 Divisions      5 Divisions

3 YR Old Legs  $87,968 $56,500  $48,960.00 $31,750   $33,322.00  $22,300  $25,992.00  $17,625      $21,693.00  $14,800
(Estimated)

Average Number of Divisions for 3 Year Olds in 2019 was 2.1

Purses for legs are estimated and will change based on the number of nominations and divisions for each category.                                           
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Indiana Standardbred Breed Development Program
2020 Indiana Sires Stakes

to be raced at Harrah’s Hoosier Park
Nominations for Two-Year Olds must be postmarked by April 15, 2020

Nominations for Three-Year Olds & Older must be postmarked by March 15, 2020 
Sponsored by the Indiana Standardbred Advisory Board

Aged Trot Stallion/Gelding
Indiana Sire Stakes

ELIMINATION  October 9 $20,000
FINAL   October 16 $50,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20) $500

Aged Pace Mares
Indiana Sire Stakes

ELIMINATION  October 9 $20,000
FINAL   October 16 $50,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20) $500

Aged Pace Stallion/Gelding
Indiana Sire Stakes

ELIMINATION  October 9 $20,000
FINAL   October 16 $50,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20) $500

Aged Trot Mares
Indiana Sire Stakes

ELIMINATION  October 9 $20,000
FINAL   October 16 $50,000
Nomination Fee: (due 3/15/20) $500

Indiana Standardbred Magazine    July 202044



CROSSWORD Puzzle

Across:

1. Garden; 2. Foxboro; 4. Balmoral; 7. Park; Rock; 9. Blue; 12. City;  
15. Brandywine; 16. State; 17. Los; 18. Jackson.

Down:

3. Cahokia; 5. LibertyBell; 6. Raceway; 10. Latonia; 11. Roosevelt;  
13. Wolverine; 14. Maywood.

Answers to Crossword Puzzle ISA Magazine No. 22

Crossword Puzzle ISA Magazine No. 22: 
Former Standardbred Racetracks
A look at some of harness racing’s former racing venues in North America.

Across
1 New Jersey track that burned 

down ______ State Park

2  Outside of Boston

4 South of Chicago

7 Cicero, Ill. track 
Sportsman’s ____

8 Nickname for New 
Hampshire’s popular 
racetrack The ____

9 Quebec 
racetrack ____ Bonnets

12 Quad ____ Downs

15 Wilmington, Del. showplace

16 Maryland track Free_____

17 Southern 
California’s ___ Alamitos

18 Michigan track that raced 
more than 70 years

Down
3 Track East of St. Louis

5 Philadelphia racetrack

6 Toledo, Ohio’s _______ Park

10 Northern Kentucky 
track now known as 
Thoroughbred track Turfway

11 Long Island mecca of racing un 
l the late 1980’s

13 Premier track in Michigan

14 Chicago’s half-mile showplace

1 2

3

4 5 6

7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15

16

17 18
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Tex Moats
Tex Moats, 76, of Fairfield, Ill., passed 
away at 9:39 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 
2020 at his home. He was born in Mt. 
Erie, Ill. on August 8, 1943 to Rex and 
Iva (Burkett) Moats.

Tex was a well-known Standardbred 
trainer that raced throughout the nation, including 
Indiana, during his career. He stabled for years at the 
Illinois State Fairgrounds and shipped into Hoosier Park 
and then kept a string of horses stabled on the grounds 
during the first 10 years of racing. Horses from his barn 
set several track records. One of his most noted horses 
on the Indiana racing circuit was the filly, Shania, who 
was a longtime track record holder for three-year-old 
filly pacers. Other horses of note that raced in Indiana 
included Spy Hard, Master Jate, and Panned Out.

Tex completed his training career in 2003, winning 530 
races and in excess of $5 million dollars. His best year 
was in 1994 when he won 66 races and nearly $1 million 
in purses, maintaining a win average of over 400. He 

was inducted into the Illinois Harness Racing Hall 
of Fame in 2005.

Tex always said he, “just wanted to be remembered as 
that dang ole coon hunter.”

Tex is survived by daughters Sheila Williams, Beth 
Moats, and Ivy (Aaron) McCune all of Fairfield; grand-
children Zach (Sarah) Reever of Portland, Ore., Mor-
gan Williams, Lucas Reever, Tyler McCune, Remi 
McCune, and River McCune all of Fairfield, and great 
grandson Jaxden Williams of Portland, OR, Morgan 
Williams, Lucas Reever, Tyler McCune, Remi McCune, 
and River McCune all of Fairfield; great grandson- 
Jaxden Williams.

Tex was preceded in death by his parents, and brothers- 
Glennis Moats and Ross Moats.

A private funeral service were held at the Victory 
Outreach Christian Center in Fairfield with burial in 
Graceland Cemetery in Albion.

REMEMBRANCE
in
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Requirements for submitting a College Assistance Application 
 
Ω  Applicant / Parent / Grandparent or Guardian must be a 2020 ISA Member and hold a 2020 IHRC  
            Standardbred License 
Ω  Applicant / Parent / Grandparent / or Guardian must be an Indiana resident by April 30, 2020 
Ω  Applicant must be working towards a 2-year associate’s, a 4-year bachelor’s degree, or a technical 
            trade school.  
Ω  Applicant must be currently enrolled as either a part time or full time student  
Ω  Applicant must hold at least a 2.5 GPA  
 
The following items must be returned to the I.S.A. Office to be eligible for College Assistance 
 
_____ Completed ISA College Assistance Application 
 
_____ Copy of one of the following to verify Applicant / Parent / Grandparent or Guardian Indiana Residency: 
           Indiana Driver's License, Indiana Voter's Registration or the first page of most recent Indiana  
           State Tax Return  
 
______Copy of the Applicant/Parent/Grandparent or Guardian’s IHRC Standardbred License  

 
_____ Proof of 2020 Fall Registration from College/University or Trade School 
 
_____ Verification of part time or full time student status 
 
_____ Verification of most current GPA  
 
_____ Letter of recommendation from a high school teacher or college professor 
 
_____ Letter of recommendation from Standardbred affiliate (other than immediate family) 
 
_____ Typewritten one (1) page essay that answers the question:  “What are your educational goals, and 
           how do you plan to apply your education in the horse-racing industry in Indiana upon graduation?” 
 
***Applications will be evaluated by the ISA Scholarship Committee.   
 
A complete application and all the required attachments must be postmarked by July 15th, 2020 for 
application to be considered. 
 
Please mail all required documents to: 

 The Indiana Standardbred Association 
 311 American Legion Place 
 Greenfield, IN  46140 
 Attention:  ISA Scholarship Committee 
 
(For additional questions please contact the ISA Office at (800) 565-5725 or by email at isaracing@sbcglobal.net) 

2020 College Assistance Requirements 
Fall Semester 
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Please complete the entire application.   
 
I. Personal Information 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Date of Birth: ___________________ 
   (last)   (first)         (middle) 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
  (street)     (city)   (state)  (zip) 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  (home)    (cell)    (school) 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

II. Academic Information 
High School: ______________________________________________________________________  
   (name)    (complete address) 

Date of Graduation: __________________ 
       (mm/dd/year) 

College or University you are planning to attend: _________________________________________ 

Your Current Grade Point Average (GPA): ______________________________________________ 

Degree & Major you are pursuing:  ____________________________________________________ 

Career Objective: __________________________________________________________________ 

Scholastic Honors and/or Achievements: ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extra Curricular Activities – Discuss your interests other than horses.  Include your involvement in  

community projects, hobbies, and organizations to which you belong to: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 College Assistance Application 
 Fall Semester 
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III. Family Information 
Father’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Father’s Occupation: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Legal Guardian (if applicable) _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Applicant / Parent / Grandparent/ or Guardian’s name who holds a current ISA Membership and IHRC 
Standardbred License:   (Please provide IHRC License #) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. Work Experience 
Dates of Employment  Employer   Job Title   Wages 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
V. Standardbred Industry Affiliation 
Describe your background in the Standardbred Industry: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Describe the work experience you have in the Standardbred Industry: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Explain how you plan to be involved with Standardbreds after receiving your college education: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What three words best describe your feelings about the Indiana Standardbred Industry: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2020 2020  
RACING SCHEDULE

JUNE
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

111 STANDARDBRED RACING DAYS
June 16 Through November 21 • Post Time 6:30 PM EST

JULY
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

SEPTEMBER
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

OCTOBER
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
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TROTTING
Overall Trotting Track Record: Bridge to Jesse’s and Lindy the Great – 1:51.1

Division Horse Driver Trainer Time Date

2-Year-Old Filly May Baby James Yoder James Yoder 1:53.2 10/01/2019

2-Year-Old Colt Fourth Dimension Brian Sears Marcus Melander 1:54.0 10/21/2017

2-Year-Old Gelding TJ’s Top Pick Trace Tetrick Jeff Cullipher 1:53.3 08/21/2019

3-Year-Old Filly Pure Chance Trace Tetrick Christopher Beaver 1:52.2 10/25/2019

3-Year-Old Colt Don’t Let’em Yannick Gingras Nancy Johansson 1:52.1 10/21/2017

3-Year-Old Gelding Katkin American James Yoder Verlin Yoder 1:52.1 08/30/2018

Older Mare
Hannelore Hanover
Churita

Yannick Gingras
Trace Tetrick

Ron Burke
Matt Rheinheimer

1:51.4
09/22/2017
07/28/2018

Older Horse Lindy the Great Louis Roy Domenico Cecere 1:51.1 09/20/2019

Older Gelding Bridge to Jesse’s John DeLong Roger Welch 1:51.1 08/10/2019

PACING
Overall Pacing Track Record: Sweet Lou, Lather Up, Castle Flight – 1:47.2

Division Horse Driver Trainer Time Date
2-Year-Old Filly Glorious Virgin Trace Tetrick Shane Bowermaster 1:50.4 08/22/2018

2-Year-Old Colt
Freaky Feet Pete
Always Bet De Grey

Trace Tetrick
Trace Tetrick

Larry Rheinheimer
Brian Brown

1:50.3
09/06/2014
10/13/2017

2-Year-Old Gelding Odds on Osiris Peter Wrenn Melanie Wrenn 1:50.3 09/12/2019

3-Year-Old Filly
Wisdom Tree
Rockin Nola
Summer Charm

Sam Widger
Joey Putnam
Drew Monti

Jeff Cullipher
Joe Putnam
Ron Burke

1:49.4
07/06/2018
07/12/2019
10/25/2019

3-Year-Old Colt Freaky Feet Pete Trace Tetrick Larry Rheinheimer 1:48.2 08/14/2015

3-Year-Old Gelding
Always A Prince
Tellmeaboutit

Trace Tetrick
Michael Oosting

Tyler George
Alvin Miller

1:48.3
09/14/2018
10/25/2019

Older Mare Carol’s Z Tam Michael Oosting Jamie Macomber 1:49.0 06/02/2018

Older Horse
Sweet Lou
Lather Up

Ron Pierce
Montrell Teague

Ron Burke
Clyde Francis

1:47.2
08/08/2014
08/09/2019

Older Gelding Castle Flight LeWayne Miller Dylan Davis 1:47.2 05/31/2019

TRACK RECORDS
(current through 2019 racing season)
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ISA 2020 Trainers Registry
First Last Stable Name Email Phone Location Of Training Stable

# Of 
Horses 

in Stable 
Now

Do You 
Have Space 
For More 
Horses

Do You 
Race At 

The County 
Fairs

Brian Barnes Brian Barnes Stable btbarnes27@yahoo.com 317-501-1668 Shelbyville, IN 8 Yes Yes

Brett Boyd Brett Boyd Racing, Inc. groceryguy70@gmail.com 517-398-0451 Jonesville, MI 4 Yes Yes

Charlie Conrad Conrad Stable conradstable@msn.com 812-968-9152 Shelby County Fairgrounds 15 Yes Yes

Katie Dircksen katiedircksen.2017@gmail.com 937-569-8026 Greenville, OH 1 Yes No

Donald Eash Eash Racing Stable, Inc. hdowns1@aol.com 574-536-8804 Greenfield, IN 50 No Yes

Jeff Edwards Majestic Star jeffreyaedwards52@gmail.com 317-590-5213 Indianapolis Fairgrounds 15 Yes No

Melissa Essig Essig Racing, LLC missyessig74@outlook.com 765-425-2387 Hoosier Park 20 Yes No

Michelle Finn M & M Finn Racing mfinn72@mail.com 217-549-4785 Hoosier Park 5 Yes No

Dan Graber 260-350-8369 Shipshewana, IN 1 No No

Randy Hatton Randy Hatton Stables ranhatt@aol.com 702-336-0779 Hoosier Park 8 Yes No

Carrie Hollman Hollman Stable carriehollman5@gmail.com 812-621-1904 Milan, IN 6 No Yes

Lavern Hostetler Hostetler Stable gosoxvern@aol.com 815-341-5397 Hoosier Park 8 Yes No

Juston Kieninger JAK Standardbred Farms jkieninger78@gmail.com 574-606-4205 Rochester, IN 1 Yes Yes

Steve Livingston klivingston2@outlook.com 937-564-0888
Darke County Fairgrounds, 

Greenville, OH
4 No Answer No

Paul S. McPherson McPherson Stable psmcpherson@yahoo.com 812-934-5481 Batesville, IN 1 Yes Yes

LeWayne Miller LeWayne Miller Racing realgentleman86@live.com 260-242-1911 Pacesetter Farm 21 Yes No

Stanley W. Miller swmiller@fourway.net 574-265-5513 Etna Green, IN 4 No Answer No

Luke Plano Luke Plano Stable 916-752-4112 Hoosier Park, Cal X 6 Yes Yes

Rick Plano Rick Plano Stable rickplano@yahoo.com 916-203-1150 Hoosier Park 17 Yes No Answer

Darcy Pletcher Par III Stable darcypletcher@gmail.com 708-275-9006 Howe, IN 3 Yes Yes

Lester Raber Les Raber Stable darleneraber@outlook.com 812-486-7571 Loogootee, IN 20 No Yes

Robert Reeser Reeser Racing diane_reeser@yahoo.com 302-233-1231 Delaware and Indiana 7 Yes No Answer

Marty Rheinheimer Rheinheimer Stables marty67R@gmail.com 260-463-1001 LaGrange, Indiana 7 Yes Yes

Keith Roth Keith Roth Racing keithroth@embarqmail.com 260-463-6101 Shipshewana, IN 8 No Yes

Mike Roth rothstables@gmail.com 419-583-9726 John DeLong Farm 15 No Answer No

Victoria Rouch Top of the Lane vrouch1@gmail.com 574-807-2847 Royal Center, IN 1 Yes Yes

Tom Simmons Shady Lane Meadows mlengacher03@gmail.com 260-710-5549 Springfield, IL 1 No Answer No Answer

Joel Smith Joel Smith Stable smithstable@yahoo.com 219-628-1582 Pacesetter Farm 10 Yes No

Timothy Smith smith17836@msn.com 260-704-7938 Spencerville, IN 3 No Yes

John Stephenson Jodine Racing jodine2@hotmail.com 317-697-6379 Pendleton, IN 1 Yes Yes

Aaron Stutzman Stutzman Racing aaronstutzman21@gmail.com 574-606-6579 Goshen, IN 6 Yes Yes

Frederick Sumpter Sumpter Farms fred.s9776@gmail.com 574-201-8425 Rochester, IN 2 Yes Yes

Bill Webb Webb Stables bcwebb@bright.net 419-576-6642 Defiance, OH 16 Yes Yes

Valerie Wells R & W Stable rnwstable@gmail.com 765-821-2043 Anderson, IN 6 Yes Yes

David White Dave White Stable 317-698-3870 Indiana State Fairgrounds 8 Yes Yes

Brett Wilfong Brett Wilfong Racing wilfong61@gmail.com 815-383-3215 Anderson, IN 20 Yes Yes

Melanie Wrenn Wrenn Racing melwrenn@gmail.com 810-845-8690 Hoosier Park 32 No Yes



If you have questions about advertising in the Indiana Standardbred 
Magazine, please contact Tammy Knox at tammyknox@ymail.com  

or the ISA Office at (317) 462-6616.

Full Page Ads will receive a free rotating ad 
on the homepage of the ISA website!

Multiple Page Discounts
Two Full Page Color Ads......$650  Each additional ad is $350

(Discounts based on orders per issue) Special pricing for not for profit organizations.

Advertise in the 
ISA Magazine today

IndianaIndiana
StandardbredStandardbred

MAGAZINE

Serving the Indiana 
Harness Racing Industry

Reaching more than 1,000 homes each issue!

2020 AD RATES
Inside front/back cover*  . . . $400
Full-page color. . . . . . . . . . . . $350
Half-page color . . . . . . . . . . . $200

Quarter-page color . . . . . . . . . $100
Business card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50
Classified Ad (bus. card size) . . . FREE

*Based on availability

Dean Gillette 
Photography
Indiana Standardbred Association’s 

official photographer

Order your personal prints today at makemeaprint.com.

Serving the 
Indiana Standardbred 

community.
For more information or 

to book a special photo shoot, 
email dagillette@embarqmail.com.



Converse Fairgrounds has been a hotbed of activity this spring as horsemen prepare for the adjusted 2020 racing season in Indiana. Photo by Dean Gillette
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